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Dear Cardinel Medeiros: GEFiCZ OF THE SZZHETARY

In case you are wondering what you are vaying me for and
what I em up to in the interim simnce last we tzlked, here is a
sy”\oos1 S, A4As you will cbserve, the problems requ 1ire almost a2 com-
ste restructuring and duplicabtion of the services which we provide

for straight peorle,

I have besn receliving a steady stream of congr Llauos:'y
messages, many of whom I have encouraged to write to vou since
" you were the one whose sensitivity and courage made my ministry
possible, I imagine you are receiving as many hate letters as I
am and only pray that you do mot falter in your willingness to
stand up to the furies, When ycu‘r' nzme 1s mentioned 2t I»Lass,
there is warmth of feeling among thess people wko lmow the jeopardy
in which you have placed you‘."ssl“ by epproving of my ministry.
As Cardinal Cushing was a man of the poor and the oppressed, the
re jected and disenfranchised, refusing to be controlled by the
more conservative elemenis surrcunding him, so you have emsrged
as among the Tirst Bishops in the Cou *tr:y' to show concern for this

perhaps the largest minority group in America,

My e'ffary effcort is bent toward probtscting _you and explein-
ing vour position as well as seeldng to show the ubiter Christizn
COD:’}IEJ\.J.OIZ of such a ministry. I bone, when you think I am veering

from that intention you will remonstrats, Perhaps it would be well
at this juncturs for us to have & _..aa'! ar meebting time once a r.or”ch.

At The present I am able to meet with groups such as Dignity and
assure them of your intentions. There is however the ever-vressnt
threat of a mass probtest egainst the Church. Bosicn, I heve, will:
be singul arly impervious to the just criticism heing leveled 2%
other zreas in the Church,

The zrticle of RBishop Riler appeering in The
an zurza of gleoom and gnger but my letier to the edi
Dlace emphasis on the viritus of love "_"?,”G-Ie"’ sl:e’1 pur
deemed pr'T ntavle, I 1mot-r that rou %o e
sec ?'ctc.ry thet this weas slso ¥oUr 2cc¢
eppreclate it if you would et least 1
you malke atout Geys, Teu weuldalt s
sulting with these Pr're ts Wolo o r
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Fers is a brief znd 2u
answers toc the needs of Gay »co
ts 11

-
tc cpers Ut of, I heve all Tl¢ "'".LJ“_LJ(-‘:”I‘" and f‘“?'u:”:rs NGCESZATT,

An AN program for Cavws, delz "che. b rs for sociel
COl"t'lCt..v, it is not surprisin; tis
incidencs of alcoholiz: anon; G87S. e:pecially since they
midt strugglc With cociebyls contemps, I have thie pecple

"ready to begin this progran,
1t . » .
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4 Gay Erployment counselling service, Meny Geys find difficulty
in obfalning ermloyment if their sexual orientation is

mown., On the other hand, there sre many gay people in
management who are willing to emyloy gays. Tas prcblem

is putbting them together, I have the staff to do this.,

Housinge Many geys are living alome in studio apartments,
e have on fthe drawing becard 2 plan which will cost no money
but which will provide singls Gays with a community setting

while preserving the need for privacy so often overlooied
by communes,

A Half-way house for Gays who are in the toils of the

DJept, of Ycuth Services, We have the approval and enthusizstic

encorsement of the suthorities who have pledged to send us =11

gay juveniles if ws provide the building and staff, e kave

the staff,

¥inistry to Gay prisoners, On the West Coast, it toolk many

Years of badgering to wrest permission from prison suthoriiies
) for such a program, Without a whimper, indeed before ws could
. ask, we were given the encouragement from Sheriff Buclkley to

begin such a2 program, I have the volunteers and funds, I

lack only ths office space nacessary to coordinate such a

program,

Picketing has been the best method devised by the Farm Worksrs
To bring their message of exploitation to the public, Ve heve
2 Zap grioup of pickets or pressure group which will be aliing

cn all thoss media people who contimme to irsuls gaF peonle,

This is ncn-violent end as Americen as those chuwch gErcun
which lobby or march on the State House,

o]

Mass, Becauss there 1s so much anger a2t the Chrurch anong 5
~ people, some might be surprised te learn thet cur problem i
finding guzriers large enough to zccommcdabe tke mmbers ¥is.

attend wesellir,

A continuing seniner on Changing Sexuelity, cimiler to the
courses I kave ftaught at Boston College which would affcrd Gay
people and their friends or femily &s well ss professionsls
the opportuniity to beceorie educatad on recent zdvances in tos
field of gar studies, YWe lack only a huilding in which tc
carry this out, .
- - -

L 2ilm desicting the ministry t roducticns
has 2lready begun work on thi ndaticn is
considering & Grant of (25,00 aject.
A contimiing weellly column desling with the quesbtions
surrouniis sexuallty, exploding the myths end sisrec-

convexts in which tc melke

Uyves end sroviding Christian
judgrnents, This c
ous newspeper will sccspt
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ZCome  coursze I i
: "~ evitabls for publishiag the colwm, Heznwhd wc nevs sTitten
"7 neny articlss for gay publicasicis, -

L. II-0289



Developing a Gay Studies Course in every major college and
university as well as a Gay Students Union, This effort
is well under way but lacks coordination without a central
office and telenhone,

Availability of professional counseling for gsy, bisexuzl
end confused young peopla especially of high school age,
We are overwhelmed by the demand for this arnd have organized

a staff to provide the tims and expertise, e lacik quarbers.

Qut-reach program to guidance personnel ard other youth
serving agsncles who might come across goy pecole in the
course of thelr work, TUsnally they panic =zd ¢sll us, e
neged to train them tec deal with the problem thenseslves,

We ere alrsady dolng this in many isolatsd instances bub
require & coordinstsd effort, The same need, of course,
was evident back in the days when drugsburst ux T
youth scens and few wers equipped tc deal intelligently
with it, '
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A Drop-in Centsr in Provincatown during the surmer months

2
Many younger gays nigrabs to this well-publicized gzy area
gach summer znd develon 21l kinds ol problems whils thers,
4 once-a~-month meeting of 211 the lsaders of the gay com=
minity. This is on the drewing bosrd for irmedizste
implimentation but we lack & facility, Iuch of the impetus
5

of the gay movement has, 1iks the black and peace movemenbs,

-

been dissipated for lack of coordination throuzh empir
building, Jjeslousy and misunderstanding, We zre in a

unidue positicn teo be able to hsal scme of ths wounds, We
believe in the advisabillity of pluralism ratl

comblining into cne group, 2ut we also believe in the need
for ccoperaticn and commmuniication,

An office for Folice-Gey Community Relaticns, Therz hes -
been a resh of hononhoblc vioclence ezsinst gzrgs., There is
a prodlem i th rumors which lead tc angry retzliaticn when
a rumcr conircl offics could 2liay such evenbtuslitiss,
Police are zs prejudiced against ga7s as zzainost bleclks
and need to Incw that ther will be held sccounmtable, By
its silencs snd seeming lack of cecacern, the Church
legitimizes violence agelinst geys. 27 defsuli, it con~
tributes via the sin of bxission and owens itsell io the
samg accusations levelad 2% i1t during the Jewish extermina-~
tions in Gsrmeny,

A Geyg Bot-line especially for the stertlinz mmber of
sulcidal zz=ys,

Ren Groupns, & have several of theze sireclr unde

They consist of weeklT discusslons of The »rovlens

oy people., They are limited to eizht zzrsaiis per

argl are suvervised and fecilitated by ms, The wal

list grows outrageously uiile I zeeiz conducive acce
odations,

L Goy Duerdloney Tilepkhere Pyromid, Wiis projict b
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mumbers of gays in the event of a disaster such as the firs
in Hew Orleans which killed thirty gays.,

L Gay Comrmnity Center., Thus far efforts to obtain such
hzve beer abortive, yet such 2 cenbter would provide an
alternative tothe bar scene which is so dsbilitating for
Za¥S,

A Gay Free Clinic, I nad the versommel and the funds for
this projsct but lost them due to my inability to provide
quarters, Gay people have somc medical needs that are not
satisfied in the regular clinics., Just as street people
end runaways ran into similar problems in the '60s,

A Farm, If you are opposed to premliscuity, you wculd be
delighted with the program envisioned for this farm, Couples
only will preclude cruising., A1l the acbtivities will be
directed toward encoursging enduring relstionships rather
than one night stands, We have the farm but lack
facilities to organize the program,

Two groups (ons of gay singles and one of gey couples)

have expresssd interest in developing "religiocus cormmunities
ninistering to the homosexual, While this may et fivst seem
ludicrous, the mmbers spplying and the inbtensity of their
decdication makes me feel that this cannot be rejscted out

of hand,
. - - . -
suropean trip for gays sponsorsd by myself, gils not high
or this 25

- 1

X 5l
on priority, there is as muck if not more need 7
in the strzight comunlty,

lorgy

r Gays., I have the staff but nced office space.
trict Abtborney was recently quoted in the Phoecenix as
3z that 1in twenty years of court rcom experiznce he ha

en a case whers & gay¥ person hsd Zeen given 2
isicn by 2 jury,
1f-way Houss for Gay Prisoners, e have the
¥ believe gays shoulid
[&d

raignt
ncy to keep them longer for lack of o halsf
cd thet if we »revide
»wrovide the funds end will relesss alil

§ to us gladly,

. Gey Trust rund, %Withoubt progeny, weslihy g£27s =
r mcney to cats, They nsed To lkmow oFf 2 resus
winils fund to whom they could contribuie,
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I hz2ve bDeen a
the irpression the
On the ccoubrary, T
well as waiting to 8 my cues Iirem th
A1l of .the prosrams mentionod here have t
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Page 5, .

As you ¢an readily ses, I am in danger of being overwhelmsd by the

sheer mumbers of people sesking my help. The oxly solution I can sea
is a building. Hence I am asking you to ccnsider alloceting a Clurch
or bullding in the Boston arsa, S5t Clement's, St, Cecilia's, St,
Joseph'a, Holy Trinity in the Couth End all ssem Sc have diminishing
muibers of parishioners, If any of the vasbtors ere lmown to be con-
sidering transfer, perhavs you might comnsider ellowing me to discuss
possibllity of using the basement or rectory for my needs,

the

My own salary has me living close to the bome and unsble to afford
even a car, As you know, I have never asked you or Jour predecassor for
funds, I am not now deing that., But I do esk vou now to consider s
bullding for the ssks of the needs and sufferings of so many, If you -
find this imposeible, I shall conbtimie on as before,

Respactfully vours in Christ

(Rev,) Paul R, %ﬁie\g/'[ﬂﬂ ?f/
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