ok

that homosexnals, other than very repressed ones, remain
loyal to an organization that is so cruel to them,
Michael De~la-Noy, an Anglican, former member
of the Church of England's governing bedy,

Would you go on a Crusade if the Church were to crganlze one today?
Would you approve ancther Inqulsitiorn if the Church decidad to conduct
ocne? Would you listen to a Church condemnation of & modern Gallilee
or Copernicus? If America began ageln to burn witches, would you
participate? . Would you approve the interrment of Japanese Americang
again (but not Germen or Italian Americans) 1f we again went to warf
Would you tolerate another McCarthy Commie hunt or allow your prelate
to approve such from the pulpit as was dones a few years back? Would
you participate in the persecution of long~hairs as most of us did
when the hipple trip began? Would you approve of St. Panlts advice
to slaves or his chauvinistic memarks on women? Haven't we all been
wrong on all of these lssues or some of them becauss we Tollowed ths
party line even if only to spprove what cceured inm previocus generations?
Is it possible, could you entertain the notlon, that on the issue of
homosexuality our presumptions that we know exactly how God feels about
it might be as wrong as were the presumptlons of the Catholies who
epproved or perticipatsed in the abominstions listed above? I am tempted
to think that were ons to add up all the sufferings inflicted on =11
those above mentioned, 1t would not equal in Intersity or mmbers what
we do to our brothers snd sisters whose crime is tc love one another,

Most of the grestest evils that man has inflicted upon
man have come through people fesling quits certain sbout
Something which, in fact, was false,

Bertrand Russell,

Hers 1s a typlecal letter:

Dear Father Paul:

I am a male at the age of 18, in my senior vear of high school
and also a homosexual transvestits, ’

I accopt the faet that I am ons, but the problems thst ceme up
becauss of being ome are just unbsarshle. These problems control
everything I do in life and havs made my life very missrasble, So
mizerable in fact 1t has not only affechtod me mentally but also
physically., I camnot talk to anybody about this and when I try I
Just cantt go on with it, T go to bed many nights praying and crying
to God for help but it just dossn't sesm to work, q

I kave kept thls bottled up in ns all my life and now iits
coming to the point thet it is Just driving me mad and I know that
I mist talk to somecna. I could never tell this o my parents and if
I d1d they wonld tell me that I am sick and would try to put me away
or something, and also my friends ers getting to wonder sbout me and
ars aslkidng questions I cannot answer, '

I nesd help, Father, NOW. Plesss help me and write me or I could
coms to you for counseling or suggast scmaons who could please,

FLEASE FELP ME. WRITE. '1yy peooapaty) Yours truly
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Here 1s a poem written by o street d, & girl who is |
atill in Boston, }

Father Paul!s Lament

My kdds are loved ard sheltered and sparéd,
they said.
You're blind, he said,

- My kids would mever bs found in some broken tenement,
Arms bleeding, full of angry holes and sldn prick
‘Brulses, sculs leaking out onto the dirty pavement,
they asid,
- You're hiding, he ssid,

My son a faggot!?? They said, .

My daughter selling her body for scme tasty white snow?
Disgusting} Unheard of} they seid.

You're running, he asnid,

Pagter and Faster, but it's eatching up Fou KDOW,es

You're a liar, they said = & pilnko ard a disgracs
to the collar and the c¢loth.

So Paul took to wanderint,

He began to run,

4 long soulful jJourney ahead, he said,

Got to move and e¢ateh a1l the erergy I can.

But you know, the buggers chased him - .

everywhere he went thelr faces hurg above him
liks & dark cloud,

They trisd to find him and bury his ming

But tkey couldn't cateh up.

Ho, they couldn't get to him,

He was always one gams ahead, one full game shead
and he stlll is, THE CONFOUNDED THING!!1

#(C/T Page 1l). :
CATHOLICS AND CONTRACEPTIOXN,
More than two out of thres msrried Cetholic women ignore
Church doctrine on contraception ard use artifiecial
methods of birth control, sccording to a notionwide
fertility study. Its findings indicste that 684 of
marrlied Catholic wemen use contraceptives, The gurvey
attempted to distinguish between nominsl Catholics angd
those who regularly receive Eoly Communion ard fourd that -
6ven among the latter, 53% used prohibited birth-control
methods, Amorg women urder 30 who had stbtended collegs,
the figure was 789,

In Mexico, Cathollc bishops have issued a carefully worded
statement that appears to support the goverment's family-
Plamning progrem, which includes the distribution of frse
contraceptives., A Massage to the Pecpls, signed by 80
bishops, avoided the term birth control in favor of family
planning, but ssild, "This decislon of husband or wife abait
the most important thing - to have another child or not -
Inplies the right and the responsibility tc deecids upon

the means," Concerning the mes the massags gald o -
that the decisliom muge be one Hit':yally follgwim %hagjfhei-.
consclence dlctates.” Forum Newsfront, Playboy Magazlns
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A Prayer for Christlans to Savy

Lord, Make me an instrument of your psace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow lovse,
I'm trying to show love to the hated Faggot.
Where there is injury, pardon; .
Can he pardon us for the incalculable injury -
gratuitously inflicted by Christians and dons,
God help ma, in Your Hame?
Where there 1s doubt, faith;
’ How that hls doubts are overwhelming
Can I bring him faith?
Whers there 1s despalr, hope;
Is hope possible for him in the
canyons of despeir I have dug for him?
Where there 1s darlknass, light;
Can T help him from the closet of darknsss
to the 1light of self-acceptance?
Wbere thers is sadnsss, Joy:
Can I, the persecuting Saul,
Become the Jjoyous Paul of Good Hews?
O Divine Haster, grant that
I may not so much seek to forglve as to be
forgiven by my Gay Brothers and Sisters,
Especlsally for telling them that You
desplsed and condsmnred them,
To be understood as to understand; .
The horror toc whick I have consigned them
by my aloocf, Intrensigent and uncaring morality;
Dare I ask them to lovs me?
Can they belleve that I love them?
I bscams, firelly, a nigger-lover:
I am & faggot lover,
How long 1t took,

A Praver for Faggots to Say

Lord, Maks me an insitrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let me sow love:
Where therse is injury, pardons

whare thers 1s doubt, falth:

whers there is degpair, hope;

where thers is darkmess, light;

wherse thers 13 sadnsss, Joye.

0 Divine Master, grani that
I may not so much seek tc be
consoled as to consols;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love;
for it is in glving that we receive;
It 1s in pardoning that we sre pardored;
end it 1s in dying that we ars born
to eternsl life,

Prayer of St. Francls of Asslsl
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Hors 18 an article I wrote recently for one of the Gay
publications:

A3 a street prlest a few years ago my main concentration hed %o be
on the runaway., But there wers a dozen other types of sireet people. To
name & few thers were the throwaways, the deseérters, the draft dodgers,
the weskend hipples from local suburbs, the escapees fram reform schools
etc, Ore of the groups was the gay kids. I really agonized over their
plight and promised them that some day when the 40,000 runsways a year .
who were then pouring intc Boston subsided, I would be back, Well I am,

I em concerned about a8 lot of things that are happening. There is
the lid who gets caught up in a type of White Slavery and gets bundled off
to New York snd pimped around and dcesn't kmow how to extricate himself.
There 1s the nmew sexunal runaway--just a trickle, who has a lot in common
with yesterday’'s freak. Then a kid would grow his hesir long ard smoks
a Joint, thus becoming a felon and was put down by his parents ard his
teachers and friends for what he was saying about the myths of Church and
State, He had to run away Just to find people who understood wkere his
heed was at. Today a kid in suburbis who dlscovers his sexual ambivalerce
can likewlss find no-one who will not convict him of sin or sickness and
so he 1s often constrained to run awey to the gay ghettos of the major
citles, Hls averags ags i3 15. While it is true that most of the pre-
datory adults I have coms across sre heterosexual, 1t 1s also true that
the gay commnity 1s not without its chars of predators walting to re-
ceive him,

One of the most bizarrs cases I ran into was that of e 1 year old
boy who met an older hustler on the blocl, The Imstlsar called ma ard
sald: "You won't even remember ms but you did me a favor a few years back
when I was 1li, If you get down hers right eway, I'1l hold onto this kXid
for you, He 1s Jjust being handad ercund from ons to another." The boy
and I talked for a couple of hours and he left., Next day I received an
hysterically happy call from hig mother in enother stats, He had re-
turned home and told her that I had talked him into it., I hadn't, I
glmply dlscussed the several options he had., But it was evidsntly the
first time in ysars that he had conversed wlth somsone who didn't want
to use him or abuse him. It helpoed him to assess his cwn possibilities.
God knows, I would have liked to take credit for thet returm but I really
didn't talk him into 1t., Eow would you have felt as a mother if youzr 1k
year old scn walked 1n the door whom you hadn't seen sincs he ran away
AT AGE SEVEN?

Bacause thsere ars so few to whom parents can turn for counsel abous
these sexmal matters, I spend a lot of tims dlgging kids ocut of mental
hospitals , trying to convince parents to refrain from disowning them
or frcm advocating shock treatments,

Last weok a gay friend of mlne brought a 17 yeax old boy to ses
me after they had had & saxual encounter and the boy ammounced he was
going to take hls own life. It turned out that he hed a girl friand in

. bls North Shore town, that they wsrse releting sexually erd with ro pro-
blems but that he found a growlng attraction within himself tcierd his
best male frlend. Therafore, ho thought he must be hcimosexual ard bagan
to heng around a gay esteblishrment where he was pleksd up acd thet night
had his first homossxual relaticnchip. After two hours of telldng with
me, he went away walking on & cloud, no longer sulcidel, not becauss of
any excaptional counseling on my part but simply besceuss this was ths
first time in his 1ife he had ectually telked sbout his feslings with
ancther human being. He had nevor heard of the Fingey rapor:i, or of
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biasexuallty and he had all the stersotypes and fears of homossxuallty that
lead to deprasslon for s0 many.

I am concermsd about the 1little 16 year 0ld boy who i3 a2 transvestite
and who has fallen into the clutches of two pimps who pieck him up in their
Cadillac aml sell him around, So far I haven't been eble to get him to
talk with me., Police? For a lot of reascns that I can't go into now
that 1s out of the question,

4 juvenlile judge told me some time ago when he heard I was Interestssa
in starting a half-way house for gay kids that my problem would be that-
every Juvenlle Justice in the country would bs banging on my door, "They
simply don't know whet to do with them." If you put them in refarm
schools they are raped. In half-way houses they are at best the object
of derislon and contempt.

Then there are the many kids who are In the homosexusl ¢ ommnity
who are in reality bisexusl., There 1ls a blas often found smong gays and
laid on the blsexual that you are either homosexual or heterosexual, but
that there 1s no such animal as a bisexurl, If you relate to the seme
sex &t all, you are homosexual, I know of no responsible lesader of
counselor In the gay community who belisves this, yst the myth persists
and can be influentlal in locking & kid into an exclusively homossxusal
pettern., Which 1s fine for a homosexual. But is as wrong for a bisexual
as it 13 to encourage a homosexual to entsr a heterosezual marrlags,

Thers are those I am surs who will think I'm putting down homo-
sexuallity. I'm nmot. But lilre heterosexuality it cen be abuged, A
husband can abuse his wlfe sexuelly evsn though they are married, Raps
is an sbuss of sax no matter if the partner be of the sams or the
opposlte sex. Lylng promises used for ths purposs of ssduction are re-
prehensible no matter who uses them,

I am hoping that soon we can organizs to buy an aparitaent house for
those of varying ssexual preference. I msat especlally transvestitas or
mores effeminate gays who are plagued by landlords exnd other terants ard
who nesed & supportivs environmment. We 2l3oc msed & gay employment service
gince not a few have to resort to welfere with all the grisf that entails,

I am trylngz to find soms way around ths law whilch kesps our gay
organizatlions frcm counseling with minors without consent of parents.
As 1n everything the parents ars the last to mow erd ths leagt apt to
undsrstand, We had to find a way to treat VD in Juveniles and we did,
Parentsl congent is no longar required,

Ws have the funds and the personnel for a fres Gay Madlcsl Clinic
and aré novw looking for a bullding to house 1t. Horal medicline was tha -
Idnd dlspensed in more than one of our hospitals to ths hlpple of yore
and required us to set up the medical van and free clinlecs., Gays have
some of the same problems ard a few nsw ores, I%’s awfully diffienlt to
sxplaln to & siralght nurss that you suspect oral or anal infection,

VWe ars trying to gst togsthsr & group of Parexnts of Gays since
they have a specisl abllity to reassure the parent whe has just lsarnsd
of prefersancs of son or dsughter and is sucking on the gass plipe.

Gay couples have the same problem of heteros: when you marry most

of your slngle friends start to fall off, Hsteros malls frierds from twc
scurces: work and neighborg meinly. Iul oftsn thess are the twe groups
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.about whem the gay couple must be most circumspect, And the bars Present
a threat to the Union. 8o, often, they become isclatad, Yat they need
each other not only for companionship but for the help an older gay
¢oupls can be to the young couple facing all the problems of 1ifs
together. And the younger gay singles meed to ses that many couplss
have really made 1t for long periods of time., They need models, herces,
But such couples are not to be found in the bar scane. We msed to make
them visibla,

We med a strong group for younger geys who are unsble to frequent
the regular gathering places of gays, and who are isolated in every way,
physlcally, emotionally, culturally, etc, Soon we will havs a waekly
Maas where gays will fesl welcoms,

We are striving to educate the clergy, guldancs people and othar
youth-serving counselors who get spooksd when a kid turns to them in
these matters, It seemed ineredible yesrs ago that youth workers could
listen to Dylan snd not hear what was happening, Rock muslec both sums
up and influences what is happening. It is a reciprocal thing: it is
influenced by what is happening and influences what is happening, There
1% was all 12id out for them in the music yet all wers emazad when it
hit their town, It has been said that those who fail to read the mis~
takes of history are docmed to repeat them,

We don't tresat peopls for homosexuslity. It isn't a diseasa.
Any more than we treat people foar bisezunality or hetercsexnality, Bub
on ths other hand just as hsbero., people have problems, in growing mumbers,
of impotence and frigidity, so those who relats also or exclusively to
the same sex have problems of guilt, isolation, lonsliness, fear, black
mall, zlcoholism, harassment and rejection, These are brought on rot by
thelr sexual preferense but rather by what soclety does to them, It
simply isn!'t t¥ue, Ann Landers notwithstanding, that most homosexmals
ars neurotle any more than are heterosexuals, But scme are and it is
astonishing that more ars not,

If you are gay ard togethar then reach out to some of these lsss
fortunats, It seems sbsurd to compleain sbout the bigotry and p=e judice
visited upon us from the straight commnlty and then for the morse
masculine gay to put down the effominate, the effeminate to pu:t down
the drag quesn, the drag queen to dump on the transsxual, the transexual
to deplore tho S and M, the S and M to put down the elderly, etc. ete.
Prejudice is not the pseulisr possession of the straight,

In closing this covering letter, dear frierds, T am awars that )
some of you will be parhaps disturbsd by the conbents ard mey wish to - >
"cancel your subseription”, Hence I am asking all onee again, if you
wish to econtime receiving these nctes to inform Miss Eidsen ¥aleahy,
my trusty secretary who devotedly and doggedly grinds them out, It
sgems that each time I coms out with soms msw, consrcversial topis,
my melling Jist dwindles proportionstely. I want to be sure thet we
don!t offend unnscessarily by mailing to thoss who have no wich to read
them, So, if you don’t get any more notes in ths fubture, 1t 1s becauss
you didn't write or ecell Eileen to be kspt on the mailins 1ist, In
which case thanks for sticldng with me thls far ard for cld tinmss saks,
pray for me end for mins,

Fathsr Panl
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Ex-Addicts

I have many ex-addict friends, Thers are the 1libarals and the cone
ssrvatives on drugs, The conservative tends, like many ex-alcoholies,
to belleve and to teach that no one should taks any drug, not even a
Joint, I long ago stopped speaking on parels with ex-addicts, %This
type becoms enraged at me, use viclent language end usually end up
with the audience believing I was irresponsible or wanted iids to do
drugs. I don't mind disegreement, TIt's healthy, Violence is not,

When you ard all your friends, acquaintances, and patlents ars
addiets, living or dead, you tend to think everyons is 1iks you. Many
aleocholics, kmowing thet they cannct safely take one beer, becoms
crugaders, S8ix mlllion alcoholics snd they all started with oms drinlk,
Therefore, no one should taks the first drink end thers will be no
alcoholics. Reasonable, Bub we know, don't was, that prohibition was a
failure? The truth is that most Americans taks a drink and don!t go
on to becoms alcoholics, America is a drug-using ecuntry,

Ex-addlcts tell kfds Ppot leads to heroin. Every addict I know
bagan with pot.” Well every addiet I kmow began with beer, But you
say that 1s ridiculous, There's no causal connsctlon betwesn beer and
heroin. Is there ons betwasn pot and heroin? The msdla has so cons
vinced you. We have tried for five years fo get NIMH to disatuse ths
publie of that notion. Finally they kave ssid publicly that this is a
fabls, "80%‘ of mar] juans users never go on to smy other drug -~ lsb
glone heroin." "Among chromic pot-smokers lass than 5% go or %o
heroin,” This from NIMH and the Hational Clsaring Fouss on Drugs,

Wby 45 it that I have never found one person in ons audlence who
has heard elther of those shocking statlstics, especially considering
thelr arch-conservative sources?

In addition I might say thet I lmow a number of heroin addicts wko
startsd on heroin}

Ons of ths two parochial high schools who dared invite me to spsak
falled to tell me ex-addicts would be on the program, Ten mirutes
before the end of the program, ons addiet who had hogged the stags,
condescendingly asked if I wanied to 8ay anything. I did, inssmuch as
I had eome for that purpose. My opsning remark wes "you have heard
Gerry say that you shouldn’t 1isten to anyons who has never had a splks
in his vein, I haven't had a splke in my arm, You have hearé him say
in response to the guestion "which is more dangercus pot, acld or
heroin" that "it doesnot matter what drug you teke, they'»e 211 the
Bame," I would certainly hope that if a nlece or nephew of mine Was
determined to take a drug that such sdvice would be dlsrsgarded. "I =
left, in dlsgrace, while Gerry was still posturing, showing off the R
rippling muscles in betwesn which he inserisd rhantom aplilss and I
recalled the day I sat in a c¢lassroom among fifth graders ard heard
ons wlde-eyed boy say to ancther regarding the ex-addict speeksr -~ "Wow,
some day I want to be an ex-asddict 1ile him, ™

When qusstionsd about the effectiveress of kaving
former drug addicts talk to teenagers about the
dangers of drugs, Robert Anastos, who conducts a
drug program at Framingham North High Scheol, s=id
that he doubted the value of such programs, He
quoted a recent B,U, survey which indicated that more

students took drugs following talks by formor eddicta.
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The young people wers Impressed by the addicts who

tend to glorlfy the drug taking, he explainsd,
Marjorle Horton, City Post, Marlboro, Mass,
April 30, 1970,

I find adults are bullied and intimidated by ex-addicts and tend to
give them thelir heads, .

"Don!'t you lkmow aryons who expsrimented with pot and didn'st g0 on.
to heroiln", a little girl asksd the weeping, near hysterical, ex-addict
speaker, "I do", she =mnapped. "And do you know why they didn't go on?
Because all five of them died in the electric chair.®™ That's the Idnd
of crap shown 8ll over America which has thrown drug education intc a
basket of clucldles for more sophisticated klds,

I would also suggest to you that you get this type of ex-addiet
and the cops out of the schools., TYears ago we warned that these two
groups were the least likely to succsed. If proof be nsedsd: Dorald
Luria, Drug Commissioner of New York City clainms we sare golng tc have
heroin epldemics in every Junior High School, High School and College
in America. Things couldn't bs much worss, cculd they? If you wWare
golng to do mex-education in your school, you wouldn't eall in the local
6x-sax pervert to do 1%, would you? And certainly not Sergesart Smith,
To have abused drugs does not necessarily qualify you on use of drugs,
or how to refrain from using them,

Ex-addlcts are Indlispensable for drug rehsb, Addicts can con
anyons else. But the other half of drug educatlion: prevention, 1s not
nscassarlily thelr bag. Some timss thsy excsl at both,

Many "cured" eddicts still heve the parsonelity problems which led
To or wers caused by thelr addiction. They terd to be highly drematic,
intensely intolerant of any other approach bubt theirs, NYC 1s & ratl!s
nest of Infighting; intermicine warfare saps the stresngth of the halfw
way housas and dividaes the affors,

Ex-addicts tend to have a conservative, simplistic vhilosopnical
approach to sin, error, evil ard humen faillings, TYou havs freas-will,
therefore anything you do is your own fault., There 12 no room for
environmental conditloning, no allowance made for ths ferces which
impings on fres will and which led Jesus to warn us never to Judge.
Ex-addicts judge everyons and find ro mitigating circumstances, male no
allowance for siclmess, weaknsss, etc, The ghetbto-dweller 1s =5 fras
as the scion's som, '

0f course this polnt is the classical divider of scelety, Cors,
prison guerds, D.A's, etc. ars all for capltel punishment, Socielogista,
psychologists, social workers, penologists ara against 1t., Pull-your-
galf-up-by-the-bootstraps-epproaches to life may be helpful in therapy
but 1sad to lnhuman violence when extendad to the world end its problems.
Christlanity has a bias aegainst this philosophy - Judge not lest you be
Judged. At the same time Jesus sllows for fres willl, admits sin and
evil, reward and punishment,

Ey analogy: I cannot expect frem a 5 yoar old the same responsidbllity
as I ecan from & 15 year old, Blems end punishmont rmst bte msted out
accordingly, Addictlon often involves a resversion or rezgressioz to
childliks emotional states and with ths subsequsnt nsed to sdjust ons's

expectations aceordingly, Scme people havs to be brought aloxng to the
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point where they are ready to be treabed as responsible free adulta,
Only then can the boom be lowered wlth beneficial rathar then dssiruse
tive ¢onssquences,

My major indictment of the ex-addicts and cops who wers allowed to
taks over the drug education of our lds is their resort to 8CAr'8 Proe=
gramg. They above all should have known better, .

"Maybe you don't die when you use marijusna but wa
- belisve you may damage your brain cells and can't
ever get those cells fixed," said Peter E, Carr,
"who heads Norfolk County District Attorney Georgs
Burke'!s drug education program recently which he
spoks to a group of fourth, fifth and six graders

at Quinecy's Montelair School,

Carr!s statement was utterly without any medlcal
or sclentific basis, When those klds try grass, as
they surely will some day, thsy will lesrn that Cary
wasn't telling the truth., One can only speculats
what effect that wlll have on thelr attitude toward
hsrd drugs,

Parker Dorham, Boston Globe, 1970,

Q. Dr, Feldstein - how do you recormsnd that parents
desl with the drug problem when they are talldng to
their children?

A, Flrst end foremost, parents must Imow ikhat they
ars balklng about, If they proclaim that ma=»ijusna
is en addictive narcotic, or 1f they say that it leads
inevitably to bheroin, or if they try to hard sell:on
the basls of emotion rather than facts, they will
quickly lose thelr credibility with thsir children,
The soft sell is much more effectiva, There are
8lmply no clsar answers yet to scme of ths quesitions
about drugs, particularly marijusna,

Horoln 13 a special case, Thers 1is ebsclutely no
doubt that it is a viclously destructive addiciive
drug. Morphine also Hashlsh, while not sdéictivae,
1s so concentrated that 1t can cause ssvere psychotie
eplsodes with posgibly lastling effects, LSD is a
high risk drug. XNo ons knows just what sort of "trip®
it will induce, Thers is the possibility that it can .
cause chromosomel damage, altkough some researchers
say no. The amphetaminss and barbiturates, used in
excess, sre dangsrous ~ some tlmes extremsly dangewrous,
Dr. Asron PFeldstein ef Worcester Foundation
for Experimentsl Bilology.
Gazette, Worcester, Mass, March 27, 1970,

Some more llbersl ex-addicts lkmew better:

The gensration gap was & living entity in tke suditorium

of Canton High School De¢. 17, 1969, wkan a young,
personabls ex-addlet discusssd drugs wlth a mixsd crowd
of parents and tesnagsrs, Thoe buxrden of Mr, Robert

Moorman's message to Canton residonts was that kids”
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It wasn

to one:

won't listen to 1lies; to attempt + ksep them

from "trying drugs with scare films, misinformation
or edicts will only "turn them off", A "turned oft¥
Ikdd isn't listening to anything adults have to 88y,
and only & dialogue based on truth will maks any
impression,

Mr, Moorman's flet statsments that he "did not preach®
and would never exaggerate the effacts of marl juana -
were greested by applause from the teenagers in the
audienca, whils many parents resctesd i th &PPTa=
hension that he was "condoning the uss of marijuang®,
In turn, parents epplauded statements rom an edult
in the sudience that the sgeake:' "shouldn't maks
marijuans sound desirable." He said, "The old lies
don't maks it,® Stiffening the drug laws and locke
ing them 21l up, lecturses to high school andierces
by the uninformed, drug movies which are "complets
dlsasters” factually, are all impotent to convines

Jyoung peopls,

Although relterating that he would rever Bay drug

usa 1s harmless, Mr», Moormsn commented that spurious
evidence would mever convince youngsters. "miscone
cepbions can be cleared up, bub only by the truth.®

- It 1s a "gerlous error™ to keep pushing the ssme

mytha, that marijuana use leads Inevitably to heroin
addition, that marijuans is addieting, Boston Globs,

't a3 1f we had no sltermativs aducations] pregrems;: Listen

What has been dons? Almost uniformly, the recognition
of a drug problem in our soclety has prcduced no
"solution" better than roundhouse condemmatiens of
users and purveyors, Educatlon programs rarely go
beyond visual identification of drugs ard "reports™®

of subjective experienecs combirsd with severe waraings.,
Is the problem of drug abuse really so new ard overw
whelming that the only means to fight it are loud
oratory and reflex legislation?

The answer is not fast talk, but straight talk, In

a word, education, Evidenece leads us to belisvs trat
fear propagands end polemics, however well meant, tend
to destroy rather then facilitate the poslitive impast
which must be made, Ths express purpose of the pPro~
gram is to teach, to explain; to mske ratiopal and
bellisvable with facts and case histories ths over-
whelming gains to bs had in everg area of maturation
by foregolng the spuriocus "highs® offersd by the sub-
culture of drug abuss,

Agsin 1t must bs emphaslzed: the purpose of the pro-
gram 18 to teach established facta, not prejudices,
The course, thsrefore, makes every effort to describe
the helpful ard legitlmate uses of d»ugs as well as
the abuses to which some ars put, With & sound undar-
standing of what each of the drungs under study really
does, both in medicel and psychological terms, tke .
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But it was not

The sdults had

student 1s well equipped to face the question of
Why certain pesople become drug abusers,
The Creative Learning Group, Drug Educatien
Program, 5 Boylston St,, Cembridge, HMrag,

until 1970, 5 years later that we heard:

James Allen, Commlssioner of Education, said that
emphasls will be put upon "the facts of drug abuss
among youth. We have besn preaching too much to
them...preaching dossn't do mich good. They're
sophisticated, ard they 88e the hypocrlsy of what
;du%ts do, I think youngsters wili respon to ths
acts,

Drug Abuse by Peter Lias or, Timss,

Pawbucket, R. I. March 16, 1970,

Dr, John Gostello, Dean of Students at Springfield
Gollege, sald that if drug education is %o help any-
one or to stem the spread of drug ebuss, adults

mist cease using "scare tacties®™ in place of honest,
informational programs., "The kids would have to

have a brain like a bsebae in a boxear to belisve
some of the things they ars told about drugs." Ha
mentioned that all the worst syaptoms of drug sbuse
ars brought out in most "educational® prograns,
Costello said that when the lds see othens teXing
the drugs and nothing bad happening in most of ths
cases, they ecease to believe anything the adults

8ay on the sub ject, Speaking of some of the films
used in school programs, he said that almost inevite
ably, they show some Ind of major physical or
splritual deterioration. Dr. Costello szid the
youngsters lmow thet the sxtremes shown are
exaggerated truths. He likened using this type of
"scare movie" to using pictures of sctomobile
accidsnts to tsach driver!s education, Ha empheslzad
thaet drug education should raest on factusl information
and sald, "if the information doesn't exlist, dontt
make it up"” and addsd that 1f fabrication was dig-
covered, the klds were likely not to belisve enything

at all,
Eampshire Gazetta, Northampton, Mass, 3/13/70

thelr way, shouted down the volces of reason and luggesd

in the big guns of ex~addicts and cop8., Soon 1t was too late,

A report sent to Mayor Kevin White of Boston should

ba hung in the homes or offices of every school
teachsr, principal or parent who is slsrmed sbout

the drug problem. The report states that "when the
young and inexperienced are told to expect devasiat-
ing bodily ard mental damage from the uss of mard juans,
they scon enough discover that these things don't

coms about and ars then likely to discredis everything
that 1s told to them abcut tdrugs!? gensrally, ard to
feel that 1f marijusns didn't hurt us, rothing else

will,

-

If anything l1s a loglcal first step in the effort to -
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37. truly help young people avoid the potential
hazards of drug experimentmtion, it is to hesd
those words and abandon ones and for all the
ignorant and insulting posture of the anti-drug
crusader who substltutes zsalousnsss for informa-
tion and moral rightecusness for sensitivity,

It is st11l]l preposterous, in ths view of Robert L,
Levy, to hold to the primitive loglc that sses
marljuana, per ss, a3 mersly & preluds to a 1ife
of drug addiction, but in a soclety that maintains
a flction about the undifferentiated evil of a
large group of 1llicit drugs that are so different,
It 13 not hard to umderstand how & guesting or
rebelllious youngster could apply his own equally
spurlous standard of undifferentiated good to all
drugs,

Boston Globe, Dec, B8, 1969

Untruth drugs mind: by Robert L. Levy

I had enocugh hassles and disagreements with people outside, as you
ean sse Irom previous chapters., I was fighting with everyone from
doctors to cops to clergy to medical exsminers to politiclans, I
cartainly had no need to start fighting with paople who were working for
and with the kids and sympathetic to them, Ex-eddicts were the very
pecople I needed for rehab. and so it was a resl sorrow for me to have to
publicly dissgree with them on preventicn,

Ons of the scariest nights of my life on the streets ceme when I
was invited to North Reading to address a public gathering, I brought
& bunch of strest kids with me and they took up a half row up froni,
On the same platform was James Alonzl, an ex-addlet who tame to the miks
after my brief talk and snnounced in angry tones that he had nsver heard
such an irresponsible statement in his 1ife (pot 1s not addlictive, does
not lead inexorably to heroin, etc.) and went on to berate me ard the
likes of these "gypsles" in the front row, Now all of the kids with me
ware freaks but none were doing drugs, Desplte the fact that I was in a
Roman collar in & Christian town, with & long list of quglifications
announced to the audlence when I was introducsd, the sudisrce chose to
approve the more vitriolic and jejeune simplicity of the ex-sddict, Trey
roared approval of hls condemnation of me. That d&idn't frighten me,
But when he began to attack personally the klds with me, I started to
become alarmed, I watched as the anger and violence he was stirring up
spread throughout the mudience., I leaped to my fest and grabbed the kids
ard fled as fast as I could from that town. Mr, Alonzl was later to be
removed from hils job end exposesd for what he was., North Reading was to
go on to experlence serlous drug problems emong 1ts kids, And I stopped
taking ldds with me when I spokse and never agaln appearsd on a program
with ex~addicts, :

It was slso at this time that I began t0 receive death tirreats.
Letters and ealls would come in from ther on thrsatmning my 1ife 1f I
dldn't stop what I was doing. This 1s the first time I have mentiorsd
this publiely., Poliee friends of mfne suggested protection at one polnt
but how could I have negotiated my customary haunts with a cop in tow?
They warned me not to mention the threats to anyone since it might give
the idea to some who hadn't yet thought of it. I lived with the constant
expactation of asmsasination until I left the astreets years later,

The single most important thing I've ever learned

was that I'm going to dis, he said, For orce you
accept your own death, a1l of a sudden you ars
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Epilogue:

free to live. You no longsr care about your
reputation, what People say, whether you'ves
got ascurity, all that Jazz, You ne longsr
care except so far as your 1life can be used
tactically - to bromote a cause you beiiave in,
Taken from Newsweek, June 26, 1972by Saul Alinsky,

On March 22, 1972, the Netional Commission on
marljuana arnd drug abuss issued the .first orf two
reports mandated by Congreas in 1970, The report
ontitled “Marijuana: A Signal of }Iisunderstanding"‘
(Signst $1,25) significantly advances the causds of
legalising meri juana by its findings that the drug,
a3 pressntly used by most pot smokers 4in this
country, is harmless, and by its recommendations
that the privats use, possession and easual transfer
of marljuana not be the ocbject of any goverrment
restraints,

The 13-member Commission, nins of whoass merbers ars
Nixon appointees; has issued an impressively cbjective
and sophisticated analysis of "the mari juare problem”,

‘The report commences with an historical review of

our soclety's ambivalence sbout drugs. It quotes
an 1885 editorisl from The New York Times which
warned that, "the decadence of Spain tsgan when the
Spanliards adopted clgarettes and if thisg perniclous
hablt obtains smong adult Americans, the ruin orf

the Republic is close at hand." And it says trat in
recent years some of the same Tears prcmpted opposi«
tlon to the use of marijuens, "The net effect orf
raclal unrest, campus disruption, politicel assadsira-
tlon, economic woes end an urpopular war was wildeg=
spread uneasiness, Attending a general fear that
the nation wes wiltnessing its owmn dlsintegretion was
& desire to ghore up our institutions and hold tkrs
lire, That line was easy to define whare drugs,
particu%arly marijuene and its petterns were con-
cerned,

The report goes on to evaluats the sclentifie datsa
on marljusna ard its patterns of use. It conclused
that "there 1s 1little proven danger of pkysical or
psychologlical harm from the experimental or intere
mittent vse of the nstural preperations of cammeabisg,
including the resinous mixturss camornly used in this
country,® The report alsc points out that o evideres
exista to support the popular notions thst marljuana
is sddictive, or that smoking pot leads to crime, or
to the use of hard drugs,

From Dockst, August 1972.

Sirce 1970 the Govermrment has produced LO m*ilion
pemphlets and posters, Li3 radio amd television spot
ammcouncements amd 20 f1ilms to fight illegal drug use
by young persons, And to 1little avall, according to
two major studies conducted by a counterculture
research team and an Establishment-orientegd regearch

firm, Both studies, commissionea by the Dept., of Health,
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Education and Welfare tg evalute its 174 drug- :
education programs, deliver the same basie

message: multimillion-dollar programs will not

stop drug use, ard the Govermment should drop

preventlon a3 a primary gosl,

Most users, the studiss content, are more
knowledgeable about drugs then the "sducstors"
are. Despite what the scasre 1litsrature 3ays,
psychedelic drugs have positive effects on mary
users; and, in cases of self-destructive abuse,
educatlional progrsms ars not effective, Porced
intervention, whether by Psychiatrists or .police,
i3 counterproductive and 'potentlally harmful,®

Dennls Jaffe and Ted Clark, former drug users who
started the Kumber Nins Youth Crisis Center in New
Haven, Connecticut, did ons of the studies, Their
report, “Dru§ Use and the Youth Culture,” con- .
cludes that "the search which young people pursue
with psychedelic drugs can be a8 highly moral, pro-
ductive, and personally fulfilling cne,"™ It adéds,
"The use of drugs mey be dangerous, and eventuelly
self~Llimiting, but at worst drug use msy bs the
wrong thing done for the right reasons, ™

In place of prevention &3 a rescheble goal, drug
use on the part of youth could be acceptad =
especlally mari juana use, HEW could abandon drug
education as a "gingla-isaue concept", Martin
Kotler, dirsctor of the Mamero atudy says, ard
devalop pro%rams recognlzing that drug use by ?cung
persons is "woven Into their total life-stile,’!

Even better, ths Goverrment should fattempt te
reinvigorate the high schools of America, raise the
quality of tseaching and provide more realistie
valuable sctivitles enhancing the self-worth of cuw
young people.” Psychology Today, Jan. 1973.

S0 you see, dear friends, I wasn't so radical after 211, ZEven
Mr, Mixon's frierds now agree,
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