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the "Profiles in Courage” award to Warren by the Chevy Chase chapier of
Bfpnal B'rith. "Warren, said Kemnedy, demonstrated that the Constitution
1s "™not just a piece of parchment kept in helium...but it is a living
force - .a guide for contemporary answers to- contemporary questions,” But
now, Kennedy sald, he fears an "era of crisis, an era of retrogression:
and repression...era which will demand frequent profiles in courage if
we'are to survive as a free people," The sgns, he said, "are small but
they are ominous...and taken together they suggest a trend and a pattern. "
The symptoms, he warned, "give the impression...that "Z" could happen
here." Among these symptoms, Kennody recited:
More wiretapping in more kinds of cases
Pressures for no-knock searches and for detention without bail
The use of scare tactics to discourage attendance at protest
- . gatherings.
Obsessive focus on the few lawbreakers in peacsful crowds of
" tens of thousands : i
CGrowing use of domestic spies in schools, in political groups,
at public mestings
Verbal harassment of dissentars by political leaders
Federal sitockpiling of huge amounts of tear gas and equip-
ping of several marshals with shotguns they do not
need or want
Court nominees chosen for their willingness to resist the
congtitutlonal mandate rather than for eminence in
lesdership .
A concerted effort to inbterfere with the freedom of the
press led by the Number Two men in the Administration
' (Vice President Agnew).
The 1ist comprised an Indictment by Kennedy of much of the Nixon admin-
istration's efforts for a hard-nosed approach to crime and dissent.
- S,J. Micciche, Globe Washlngbon Bureasu, 1970.

- These fractured kids remind me of a description given by Rossmary
Ruether in NCR, June 5, 1972: )
"Adopting a fugitive style of life rather than submit to
. unjust laws of society,™ '

I suppose those who cried the loudest for "law erd order" were the
Wall Street pecpla:
It has besn no secret over the years that some of the most
consistent winners on Wall Street have been members of
criminal organizations who have pilfered dozens of brokerage
» houses and banks wlth remarkable ease. But when Sen. Jchn

McClellan's permanent subcommittee on invesiigations opened
hearings last week on crime in the securities industry, the
Senators were served up cne surprise: everyone, it seems, is -
now getting into the act,

The committee heard testimony from e glittering s-ray cf
experts ranging from Attorney Genersl John Mitchell to

William Casey, cheirman of the Securities and Fxchenge
Commission. But the principal witness was Assistant New

York District Attorney Murray Gross, who for the last

eleven years has watched Wall Street slowly bubt consistently
lose the fight against crime, "I would call it a free-for-all"
Gross told the committee, "Everybody is stsaling - be it the
messenger, be it the clerk ar even supervisory persornel,
According to Gross, law enforcement ard the financisl committes
became awars of the "mushrooming" crime problem less than ten
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years ago. "In 1966" he Sald, "Wall Street spoke of
thefts as high as $9.1 million; in 1967 their figures
reached $37 million. Today, 1t is congervatively
estimated at upwards of $100 million,

i Newsweek, June 21, 1971.

‘Street peopls soon enough run into the sdults who want-to use them
for crime, What is shocking is when they find out it is a cop, a big
businessman, a judge - the very bastions of morality, who run the show
and run 1t with Impunity, :

. Read about "plea-copplng" ir you want the nauseating truth about
the "Justies" your kids refused to respsct. Ard be ashamed, T was
talldng recently with an olg schoolmate friend of mine whom I hadn't
ssen for 25 years. Now a prospering lawyer-politician, he confided:
"Paul, 1t 1s true what the kids are saying. I'm ashamad to tell you:
In all my years of practice I never won a’case that I didn't buy.” :

This country went paranoid about "hippies" just as it had about

" "commies" (in the days of McCarthy and loyalty oaths), "Japs" (when we
Incgrcerated loyal Americans), Indians (the only good one being a dead
one), Niggers (who could neithen worship nor urinate in the same room
with us), poor peopls (who stubbornly refused to pull themselves up
by the bootstraps), ete. Next time will it be Christisns? Will it be
you? When the rights of one group can be subvertad with impunity, then
the rights of all are in Jeoparey, i .

Senator Charles Percy may have put it betber:

We must stop looking for solutions to cur problems
in terms of repression. We must begin to look for
them in terms of responsiveness. TIf we gre to main-
tain our institutions and the integrity of our scciety,
we must’ find better procedures for the redregs of just
grlevances.,,To assert that s govermment may ignore basic
human rights to SOME degree in SOME cases is to show an
underlying contempt for our democratic process,

James Crowley, Boston Globe.

"There are men - now in power in this country - who do
not respect dissent, who cannot cope with turmoil, angd
who believs that the People of America are ready to

Support repression as long as it is dore with a guiet

volce end a business suit."” Spsech by Vice Pres, Agnew,
dJames Crowlsy, Boston Globs -
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. b . . A LETTER FROM A DEAR FRIEND AND
- @ : - MY REPLY

(This letter, somewhst disguised, is from an old friend I very much
admire), ’ '

"Paul darling - May 20 - Aunt Marths's birthday, and I'm just home friem
Mass - Pentecost, the Feast of The Holy Spirit. I em sure that my dear
11ittle sister has a front seat "up thers". She had her hell right here
on earth all because she didn't know God - His great love for us - .
His generosity - Hls forgivensss when He knows. we are truly sorry that
we have offended Him,

Paul dear, DO YOU XNOW GOD? Horrified? So long I have wanted to write
you but dldn't know where to begin; where to-go when I did begin; and
when to stop., Today I decided to begin, I'1l just ramble on. T dont:
Imow my Bible and am no good on quotes but I have had 80 years of
iving ~ always with God in my heart - so I should be able to write

with a 11ttle wisdom, .

Paul, you may not like mﬁch that I ssy but always remember I love you
dearly - as a son - snd feel that you sre a little boy who has lost his

way, and I am so anxious that you find it,

Paul dear, this is God's world, He created it and everything in it,
Above all, He loves us more than you or I could ever understand, Ha
wWanss us %o be happy. He gives us all the graces we need, but Es has
given us "free will" - to do, Do you think He was urwise to give us

that Free Will9?

Paul - those ldds you want so much to saw end help ere Hls kids. Do
vou think your love for them is greater than Eis love for them? Do
you think He doesn't lnmow their needs? It is so hard for us to under-
stand, isn't it? Do -you think Ee loves them less because you can't
find 2 house for them; a place to say Mess for then; people to accerpt
them? : ’ .

Darling, you want to play God - find a Utopla for these ldds to live
their way,

Let's go way back to the time of Christ. He - the Son of God - didn!=
even have a house to be born in, When Ee starited His public life He
wsnt out among the poor, the sick, the sinners, the lepers, the rmlti-
vude, Did He ever have a house to care for any of them? T never felt
He wanted to build a Utopis to save them, to treat them, to protect
them. He preached = rather talked to them and gave them His love.
Don't you think He felt frustrabted - when He cured 10 lepers ard only
one came back to thank Him? FHe asked "where ers the cther nine?" Ee .
was hunian as well as tha Son of Gods .

Remember the story about the sower who went out to sow his seeds? Some
fell here and soms fell there but only some fell on good ground and
grew, But the sower never went back to sow any more seed where it
didn't grow, did he?

Darling, this is one hell of a world but it is still God's world &nd

He loves us. I know, dear, that you and I are just humens - buf Jezus
took on humenity. He was bern a human baby; lived & human bcyhccd. Ha
went as a humen man to teach and preach so Fe too must have known all
the frustrations and hurts of a human, That is e big subject eand one
-I question and think ebcut. Wes Jesus & humen ell the way to His dezth
on the Cross?
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Now you are not snother Jesus but you were trained and ordained to do Hig
work in a .very apecial way. T donlt go along with vour being or looklng
like - quote - a "freak", I can well understand your not wearing your
clericdl clothes but regardless of what you wear, you ars a priest w

not & social worker, You wers sent by the Cardinal to be the Street Prisst.
As"a Priest your job i3 s spiritual Job - not a doctor, not & policeman,
not s Hipple, not one of the street klds. You were insulted; Imrt; given
the run-sround and so you - quote "threw in the towel and after 25 yaars
of youth work retired from the scene," What does that mean? Was the

Job Just too much for you? Think of the Mission prissts who work so hard
and so long often with so little results. You were ssnt 23 a missionary
to the strests of Boston, :

Paul, you are young, very ardent in your work but you have mach to learn,
I wish you would go away somewhere - a Monastery perhaps - ard make &
retreat, "Know yourself" - get rid of the hurts and frustrations and
rancor in your heart over what politicians did and did not dos what
your fellow priests did and did not do: the Church - And then find out
your relationship with God. Are you working for Him ss a Priest? Paul,
8 doctor, a social worker, or a policeman canft be a Priest, All work
has 1ts limitations; its own special kind of work. You can't be every=
thing., We ars all so infinitesimal, but if we hammer away on our one
infinitesimal job and do it for God, accepting God's terms end Hig
working conditions, I fesl sure He will be pleased and that will be ocur
greatest reward - to satisfy Him.

I hope, dear, that T haven't hurt you but Life is full of hurts and you
ére young enough to take them.

I won't say sny more. I have z small plcture of you on my dresger - g
heppy priest - and each day I say a 1ittle prayer to God ts bless you

and gulde you. Paul, God wants your help; the poor little sireet kidg
need your help - (remember you are only a Prisst),

Take back that "towel" that you threw in and be content, no matter how
small the results may look to you, with what you can accomplish, as long
&3 you are working for God, He will be satisfied.

My love and prayers always Mary Clark

Dear Mary:

As my oldest friend you certainly have the right to offer suggestions and
don't be worried that I might take them the wrong way. Any man who is
impervious to criticism soon becomes strange and inhuman, J, Edgar Hoover
was a great man who ended up a hindrance simply because he shut off all
avemeas of criticism,

No, I don't "know God". T think I never shall completely. I keep
gettlng glimpses snd perhaps when I am your age will have gotiten i%
together enough to be surs of what He asks of me. Bub T think T do mow
humanity and its sufferings and therefore Jesus, at least Fis buman side,

Tes, T think the gift of free will 1s that which separates us from the
animals. Did I sound as if I was ungrsteful for it?

And yes, theses "are His kids snd He loves them more" than I do, And knows
better thelr needs. You might say the same for the million Bisfrans who
starved to death or the 6 million Jews gassed. But in no way does that

diminish our obligation to work for the allevistion of thelr suffering. How

do I play "God" e&s you put it, 4in tr to help them? Did Mother Tersesa
pley God in workingyﬁith the dyling 1gi€§e Strests
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of India? Jesus fed the multitude before He preached to them and eny good

" missionary knows you must feaed the belly before attempting to feed the soul,
#hy does 1t seem to you that I am trying to find Utopia? A1l I tried to
do was keep them mlive srd that seems to me to be the least, the very least
we Christians can do. I am a humen being before I am a Priest ard it wotld
be inhuman to pass by or overlook the human needs of survival in ordep to
do thre prlestly things like preaching. Mother Teresa - is she doing social
work and Ignoring her calling as a Nun becauss she tries to sase the Physical
death of her castaways snd also, bu® not primarily, prepare them spiritually,
Dié¢ you know that like me she shucked her religious hebit ard adopted tha
dress of the poorest of her people? She too received criticism fop "1look-
ing like" the ragged, poor 1lnstead of like Mary who wore sterched heade
dress and black dress,

Befors I am 2 priest, I am 2 man and most importantly a Christizn, I can
not stand one day ard hear the words Depart: from me, you cursed... I was
hungry and you gave me no food, thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger
erd you did not welcome me, naked erd you did not clothe me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.., and justify my omigsion with the excuse:
O but I guess they dldn't tell you Lord: I sm = priest. All tke more reason
you should heve understood. But of courss I understood but you see I was
dolng priestly things. I was offering Mams and I was preaching and ...
Perhaps you fulfilled &ll your duties as a priest but you had other mors .
profound obligations as a Christiasn and to fail to discherge them on the
grcunds you were too busy doing priestly things does not gxcuse ycu, We

had a2 surfeit of priests who were willing to preach to ard bring the
sacraments to my enslaved black brothers in the south of your country bub
where wera those priests to lead the drive to free them?

We had rmumberless priests willing to become chaplains and bring the
szcraments tc soldlers to sustain them in their slsughter of irmocents.
Put where were the vpriests to cry out against the immcrelity of your wars?
An abundance of priests chaplained your jeils and prisons end stocd in the
rnidst of a system that was destroying men under intolerably irhuman con-
ditlons, stood and offered Mass and loft., It took an Attica to begin
reforms., Where were the priests who were Christidns first?

I tried to be a Priest arnd hsd my Mess shut decwn and now I stand asccused
of not being a priest to my people. The iromy of it. These kids wanted
me to marry, baptize and ancint ané I could not, and now I guess I have
given the impression that I would not or wished not to.

I was not & doctor or a poliéeman (God Help Us) or & hipple. Have I glven
the impression that I was? . .

I know what prompts your letter. You ars concerned for ne, worrlied thet T
might shrivel up in rzncor or disilluslonment. If you could see me, you
would kmow that is not an imminent possibility. Remember most of whatb you
are reading was written and lived severzl years asgo. It is written only

to instruct: lest we do it egain to the next "out" group as we &id it in
Fr, Coughlan's time to the Jews - and Cathollcs went elong: in World War II
time to the Jap-Americens - end Cetholics went along; &s we did it in the
McCarthy era to "Commlies" - and Catholics went along: tc the blacks, ths
poor, the migrants and now the long heairs - AND CATHOLICS WENT ALONG,.

Well enyway thanks for taking the time and the interest to try to make ms
ses things more clearly.
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A LETTER AND MY REJLY - Ik

Thereé 1s a song out now:

"Trey would not listen, they're not listening now,
perhaps ther don't know how.

they would no® listen, they'!'re ndt listening stiil,
perhaps they never will," .

Iz remains fo be seen who is not listening - me or Lthey.

7 love you and think of you often and all tke wonderful times I had with
you and yours in those halcyon days of yore. Please God some of your love
ci God and life has rubbed off on ma,

Peacs, scon Fstlker Paul

HISTORY REPEATS ITSFIF®

In the area where asrcheolozists uncovered tte Dead Ses Serolls, tke
following letter was recently fcocund, While purpcrting to te a commnica-
tion from Joseph of Arimathea tc Jesus of Nazarsth, readsrs are warned that
ro schelarly reccgniticn has yet bsen forthcoming ner has the Sacrsd Cone
gregation yet passed on its authenticity,

Arimzthea
My dear Nephew Jesus:
Shalcom: )
First leb me assure you that I am W th you 100%. While some cof
what T have to s2y to you may sound harsh, believe me it is because I seel
your own good, Will you do me the courtesy of expleining the fellowing:s

YWe are judged by the coripany we keep, it is written, yet you gre
sesn constantly in the company of men of questionabls background and
character. Do you know of any other young yet respected clergyman who
tehaves in this fashicn? Pecple are rightly shocked tc see their lesders
Iounging abcut the ¢ ountryside, cavorting with nter-cdo-wells, at odd hours.
It gives scandsl. You are ssen at the wrong times in the wrong places with

the wrong people,

You are g clergymen not a social worker,
you should not try to be policeman arnd sccial wo
these things, Fesd them the word of God,

11s feeding them ard gll -
xar ccunselor axd zl1

e

Yeu can't play God, trying to do so much. If you have Teith you -
know God loves them more than Jou do. Can't you leave something tc Him?

About this incident with the money-changers: To interrupt e sexrvice,
lose your temper, beccme violent - bthis won't ges you enywhere, Meny who
were with you until thet incident have realized Fou are going too fer erd
they have turned away, Do you want to lose them £11? I em as grieved as
YOu £re at the brazen mercenaries btut ore wencers if you den't attrect mere
flies- with honey than gell,

"He looks like a bum", they sre sayirg - no zpertrent; feet dirty -
the shame of it - a woman havirg toc wssh ycur feet in public, Heair disheveled

bouncing &11 over the landscape, Your father gav2 vou better example. What
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a2 shame to bury your talsnt for carpentry. How do you support yourself?
You could be arrested for vagrancy or loltering or obstructing the camel
paths - and consorting with prostitutes. What has come over you?

Now about your language} Rowdy words ‘are your snimadversions upon
“the Scribes end Pharisees. Are you courting the media? Headline grabe
- bing? TYou critlicize the clergy in public and in langusge unbecoming a

gentleman..

A1l authority is from God, and we must respect 1t even when it
- appears excessive,

Slow down. Youl!ll wear yoursslf out and be no good to anyors at
the rate you are going. These problems have been around a long time and

you are no Messish who is going to solve them,

Stay in the Sanctuary where you belong instead of out in the msrket-
place, As often as you go aemong men, you will come back less a msn. No
work of God is done after 9 gt night. Your prayers would benefit them

- far more than this frenetic activism.

‘Sema day I had foreseen & promotion for you but you've blown 1t.
Having eriticized your Superiors, you can herdly expect them to reward
you, now can you? :

: If you have no self-respect, at least think abaut your poor Mother,
- How must she feel when people ask her; "ané what does your scn do?" Why
from the time you were 12 and so impressed the teachers amd the clergy
. Sshe hoped you would get your degree, become.a Rabbl and bring respect art
honor to the family. You had everything going for you, - & fire mind,
a heslthy body, attractive appearance, a way with werds. What right have

vou to bury these talents, God is not'mocked.

You presume to bresk church laws like those gov erning the Sabbath
and then excuse your actions by sayirg 'the Sabbath is for msn not man
for the Sabbath,"” Well just whom do you think you are? You know more
than the Church euthorities? If they mske a law they know whabt they are
doing, It's your place to respect it. Or work withirn the system to
change it. And what is so wrong with wide phylacterles? Haven't ycu
better things to do than criticize small venities and merks of respect?

You young radicsls think you can charge the whele werld overnight.
Well you can't, T agree with your goals and with your principles wut
these things take time. You won't get anywhers antagonizing the sutkori-
tles. You have to get your degree and work through the system. Get
status - position and power and then people will listen to you. You
might learn from your friend Judas who seems to be sensitive to the ways
of the world and tries to work within prescribed boundaries.

Belisve me when I tell you I am on your side. I want the beat for
you. I'm older and wlser and you'!ve got a lot to lezrn before you go
rattling the doors of prominent, respected people.

Did it ever occur to you perheps these people you chempion have made
thelr pallets end should lay on them? If they will not pull themselves
up by the bootstreps why should you get imvolved? Cthers haven't hag, it
So easy elther but they managed. VWhat had your own kind wen they camse

over from Egyptian bondage? "Lace-drape Jews”, they celled us and pub
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up signs on the portfcos: "Jews need not apply,"

I was at the services the other day and the Priest took ms sside
and spoks of you. He well remembers you ard how you used to hslp aroung
the Temple. "I don't approve of what he is doing, waell-intentioned
though he may be", he sald., Your consing wére with me and were obviously
"embarrassed and ashamed of you. Did you-ever think of them?. Why can't
you be like the Prlest - you used to admire him. Everyone respects him,
"Our beloved Priest" they elways say at banquets. Who says things 1iks
that asbout you? .

After you ere dead and buried the world will go on, just as it is,
People will soon enough forget you. Don't lose your own pesce of mind,
your own joyous little ways, ‘your position in ths c ommni ty for the sake
of & few headlines. The rumors st the Gate grow daily.

. You'rs upset abcut conditions? Well we &ll.are. Don's you think
we care snd are trying to correct them? Babylon wasn't built in a day.
These things take time. You are digging your owvn grave s I fear,

You think thess new-found friends of yours sre so loyal but T tell
you blood is thicker thzn water. O yes, while the "gravy caravan" is
thriving they are so fraternal but they'll go their ways and won't even
¥mow you if you get into trouble. That Peter is an illiterate boor, =
common fisherman. And what is it with this Jokn who keeps mooning srovrd
liks a queer? Why, some of them I hear go gamboling about helf in the
nude while fishing. Unseemly and bad example to our youth, I wouldn's
be surprised to find one of them completely unclothed ons of these days.,

Give it some thought, This is not the reving of er old man
jealous of youthful zezl, Was all love you and kunow your zeal. BRug youth
must be tempered with realism., Don't come locking to me for bail if you
get arressed. Simply becauss I'm on the Sabhsdrin dcesn't mezn T em free

. to protect you.

I've already taken a grest deszl of riding from my contemporaries
over you., So please, for the love of God, if for nothing else, rein
in your enthusiasm. Ycu don'% see tne other. young clerzy upsetting the
people, do you? Do you think ycu are better than thay? How many of your
classmates keep in touch with you? UFew, I'1ll wazger a wesk's denerii,
You'll be ostracized and then what? And for what? For the love of Moses,
Jesus, (pardon my lenguage) will you stop and think.

Have you taken leavs of your senses?
. I was telking with your mother just the otker dzy down at ths

. N . . s « =
market. She says she seldom ever sees you and is worried sick., Well
might she be. ¥You never had any concern for her eanywey. The gall of vou
a8t 12 to tell her you had to be sbout your fabther's business while she
was nearly out of her mind locking for you.

You have this thing for the poor. A1l well znd good! But what
about the wealthy? Don't they have souls? Can they heln it if they are
rich? To be concerned about the poor is fine but need you descend to
their level? Next thing you!ll be on welfare, God forbid., Dessrting
the good and ths falthful for the bad end avil is sinful. If you are nct
¢reful you will soon become identified with them. .

Your cousin John 1s s credit to us, He too is concerned and out-
spoken, but he knows enough to go off to the desert z-d pray and fast end

I-0379



T T e el e L A nS2odal

2T 4

be circumspect. People respect him. That is the type of holiness you
might well emlate. Even Herod speaks-well of him. He'll go far.

. Since your father's death, I have felt s responsibility for you
and I hope you won't think I am interfering_by my strong words,

‘Does it do any good to stirp up the people, breed discontent with
thelr lawful a thorities, incur the wrath of the officialst What has
it accomplished? I hesr that many of your early followers have aband oned
you over some kind of csnnibalism you are €spousing. New really, Jesus,
there is & 1imit. Whers do you find such nonsense in the Scriptures?
I don't object to urging your people to become concernsd end active, but
the activity is for laymen. Your place is to preach and kPray and not to
be out on the streets, a clerical cop~out, .

New about your belng seen drinking wi th Samaritans. As you know,
I am not prejudiced. T think they are fins peopla. Some of ny best
friends are Samaritans. However your faith can suffer if you dontt
cherish ard protect it, And your virtue, in the case of women, is even
more to be guarded,

I hesitate to tell you this bub I have had a rescript from the
Chlef Rabbl himself, His Holiness is mosk concerned ebcut the delicate
political balance that exlsts. The clurch must retain her freedom of
the sacred signs. Rome has been most generous and relations are smiezhls.
But seditious remarks such as you are making could, if generslly eccepted,
hinder the work of the Church, Is that what you want? Ee hzs asked me
quietly to remonstrate with you to consider ths burden he carries which
your actions do little to alleviats. Daily he receives lstters of com-
plaint about your unprscedentsd involvenments.,

I sometimes wonder if you would even go sc far as to disgrace us
by refusing militaxry conscription 1f & war should coms. Well what else
am I to infer from your pansy, unpatriotic pacifistic remarks? can't
you baelance them with explaining to people the just wer theory?

I received a visit only yesterday fram two agents inquiring into
your background. They wanted to know if you had ever been a member of
the Essemes? Next thing we know you will be organizing the cern~-gieansrs
and picketing outside the superstalls. )

. It is not too late to put on the brakss. TI'va hearé soma cf your
‘speethes quoted ard find them in gerersl to be free of heresy and dog-
matically.correct although thers sre several sreas in which I weuld dis-
agree since obviously they traduce ccmmon teaching. For exampls, your
soft-line on adultery and by contrassh Yyour hard-line on the hypocritas, .
4And have you disavowed that cleanliness is nex:t to godlirezs? Wrat is
this T hear of your misgivings about the death penalty? That you
‘embarrassed and intimidated the people into a stay of executiorn? That
You urged them to neglect their duty?

I expsct the most common complaint I hear about you 1s trhet you
seem to kave lost your Hope. Hops 1s a virtue but you tend to meks
people fesl hopeless, That is a terrible thirg to do to people; they
" have little else to keep them going. The news at the Wailling Wz1l grews
worse daily. : Have you no happy thoughts to uplift?

We had & young clargyman hers who ran off and got diverced, No

one was surprised elthough it cansed great scandal. He had bsexn aping
you in many of your ways. Good riddance! Vow-breaker!
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And what of the Yad example you give &lso to our youth who are hard
put-as it is to maintein the ways of our forebears. Will you have them
on your consclence? Instead of counseling children to be Moses-like, I
suppose thers will be those over-zemlous parents who will be saying
instead: Be Jesus-like. Do you want that omn your conscisnce too? You
know how people can misinterpret. "Go and sell all you have", you counseled
one young fellow. Indeed! And become & vagabord like yourself?

I feel sorry for you, Jesus. Your 1ife could have been so produciive,
. instead of self-destructive. I wonder if you are obsessed with a compul-
sion to destroy yourself?

You aren't doing those drugs, are you? I've heard abou: them boil-
ing the leaves of the Dead Ssa apple trees and snorting the stuff. I
hope you realizs apples lsad to hard .stuff. How else can I account for
some of these lurid pseudo-mystical experiences reporied of Tou?

I will look for you at the marriage feast to which we ars both ine
vited next fortnight in Cana. Tell Mom I'1l see her there. All my
best to your cousins. : ’

Paace!

Your loving Uncls,
. Joserh

PREDICTIONS AND RUMORS

This chapter will be as rambling and snecdo:al as were the wider
ranging rumces touched off each time I publicly broached my conclusions
or aibicipations, ‘

One rwior was that I had no time for rarents of runaways who sought
my infercesslion; that I harbored runaways; that I refused to call parents
or police unless a kid wanted me to do so., Only the last iz trus,

I guess I talked with hundreds of parents of runsweys from all aver
the world. I still have a handmade sweater from Oslo knitted by a grete-
ful mother of & Norwegisn girl who ran to Boston. Bu% I'm sure some
thought I gave them short shrift. To tell the truth, it was a wasbhe cf
my time to listen to their story,.take down 211 the descriptions - blus
jeans, long light brown halr, grmy jacket, etc., - thet fitted thousands
of kids. I reached out to every kid with or without a description. Bus

- I listened enyway because it helpned the psrents feel bettsr, Some were
angry when in response to their directlons to bs called I replied: only

if your son gives me permission. It's true I might save your child from the
destruction of the street, but if she runs again (2s many do) she would

not come rear me. And neither would the 99 who come down the pike after

her.,

I recall an incldent where I talked wlth the parents, end having
extracted thelr word they would not use force, set up a meeting with their
daughter in my "office" - & booth at Hayes Bickford's, When the parenits
falled fo convince her to return home, Me got bysterical, ran outside and
got & cop to arrest her. She ran away again, two months later, and
again the parents called me. I listuened bub I refused help. That
incident cost me dearly and I never made ths mistaks again. A1l future
meoting places had a resr exit and I made sure the kid wes noxi to it

with me running block.

,
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3.
PREDICTIONS AND RUMORS - 2

From so many adults came either sounds of silence or of vicle

1t 1s d@ifficult to guage which was more frightening. "He i3 a disgﬁgc:nd

to the priesthood and should be defrocked" clsimed a mother who hagd -
watched me in olé clothes on the excellent Mike Ambrcsino Show on Chamel 2
Yot 1t was me she called when her daughter subsequently ran swey. I had to°
explalin o her that the reasaon why I did not wear the Roman collar was

not that the youngsters would re ject me -~ I could come in g paper bag

and they would be open, Rather it was that every adult Catholic ﬁrunk ‘
wanted to beat me up because my hair was long. So cut your hair® My
femils tells friends I need it long to relete to kids but that ié not so

ei the'.".‘@

In the glleys and flop houses, crash pads ard hang outs to which my
‘rork Sook me the sheoclked clucking of adults who saw the Roman collsr and
concluded that I was an erring priest convinced me that the reputation
o the priesthood was better served without my advertising, ‘But isn't it
ironic? Isn't that exactly where tke collar should be habitually sgen?’
I know a rmun who threw off her habit, adopted the dress (sari) of her
poor people, attracted hordes of novices and even today speaks to count-
less admiring Catholic American sudisnces, They call her Mcsher Thersss,
But of courss - her people szre black, or is it brown? Well whetever,

Sicney Callehen in N.C,R. tells the story: "Elght years ago a
minister in our town warned against drugs emong the young.” The outery
was such that he was forced to back down erd retreet from the fray, batteres
and brulsed. At thst time everybody knew that while drugg had crept un
the Hidson from Manhatten as far ag Yonkers, they had not ccme to oup
middle-class enclsve. Nor would they, since family 1ife was intect here
(i.e. no lower class Negroes) and the community was sophisticated aerd
strongly organized, filled with public-spirited and saring sdult-, It
can't happen here,

"Than, there was a drug death which made national headlines, Bus
this young well-to-do~girl came from e crazy-mixsd-up broken family, ard
she only 1ived in our town because she had besn dumped hers on her grand- .
mother when her family fell apart. She didn't count. Otrer drug )
tragedies, which also didn't count, soon appeared. Some lower class kids
who lived dewn by the railroed tracks became addicts: orne died, geveral

left town, o

So far, &ll the kids on drugs could be expleined sway, The fringe
klds from pcor broken families. The rich spoiled brets from alcoholic
pillars of soclety - tco much money and their femilies never eat together,
&s our chief of police explained. His memorable speech to the PTA in
which he publicly came out for the death penelty for mari juana pushers, -
marked the moment when everybody began to take drugs seriously,V .

Whatever happened, I wcnder, to the disgraced minister? Dig ke
later on receive the gratituds of the community? Was the silly police
chief subsequently remcved for his criminal negligence in neot knowing
what he should have known? Not in eny community I have visited - ard
this story was enacted everywhere, Were I to divulge whsat I enticipate
coming next on the ycuth scens, the same chiefs and superintendents of
schoocls are still in eoffice, still ready to deny it. I should 1like to
indict for criminal negligence the adult officisls - police, schocl,
community - who generally denied or diminished tre sericusness of the
drug problem in thelr beiliwick and who had the temerity to lampecn

those who assessed it correctly,
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~ PREDICTIONS AFD RUMORS - 3

Whan I left parish in Brslntree, & %irl called in tears - the man
at the bank sald: "Well, we got rid of him.," .I resssured hsr that ths
transfer was at my request and her banker was a Rotarlsn - a group I had
publiely rebuked for its recism and from which I resigned. While Braintres
was rejoicling that I was no longer around tc clutter up the rectory end -
church with urdesirables the followlng appeared in the Braiitrse Forum:.
June 21, 1970. 014 West Clur:h in the Bsacon Hill area o’ Boston faces
a critical deficlt this year wiich could cripple thelr prozrams for this
summer. " Of urusuel interest t. Braintree resldents, particularly parents
of teenags youth, ls that last summer more Bralntree youns people came to
Projest Place for help than from any other suburben town...." .

For the firs“ time they liarned that I was still werldng with
Bralrtree kids, aAnd still am. You ssee, people 1l ke us make the undesirabls
visitle, shaming rrd sngering :he commnity., They "dor't went to hear 1t®

ind we force them to, ~

Heret's a latter I sent to the Parlish Council in ry old parish when
they wers debating the wlisdom of acceding to the request of sane parishion-

ers that I be allowed to say Mass thers:
I have been asked to respond to recent attacks upon my Apostolates

1) Regarding a recent drug education program in Weymouth:
It 43 true that on three occasions a row of women in the rear
cheered lustily: _ -
(2) when my fellowpanelist opposed my suggestion of reducing

the penalties for merijuasne to a misdemeanor, The next week
Pregsident Nixon sald: "the answer i1s not more panslities,...
but more informstion and understending". He himself hras
evolved from the position of recommending felony proceedings
to a mitlgated form of misdemeanor. Dozens of other studias
will sttest thet my positlon while not the only cne is certeinly

-not redical, - .

(b) When my fellow panellist defended his scare movie and its
insccuracies., In a report delivered btoc Meyor White a few days
ago my words wera paravhrased: "sher the vounz ani lnexperierced
e2e told to expect devastaiing bedllily and mental damage frcom
the use of merijuana, they soon encugh discover that these things
do not come sbout and ere then lilkely to discredit everything
that 13 told them about drugs gersrally, and to feel that if
merijuana didn't hurt us, nothing else will." To tell ycung
people, as the authority in this film did, that the only peopls
she lmew who trisd merijuana and didn't go on to heroin were
six people =211 of whom ended in the electric chair before they
could go on to heroin typifies "the ignorant ard insulting
posture of the anti-drmg crusader who substitutes zealcusness
for information and moral righteousrness for sensiiivity", in

the words of Robert L. Levey, -

“ My position was snd is that there ars two opinions, I éo not
contend that mine is right nor the only one. I ask only that
young people be told the truth--not given to understané that
an opinton is a substantisted snd accepted medical fact, Indeed,
if marijusna leads inexorably to heroin then we'd best a1l flee
America for it 1s estimested that 12 million Americans hsavse
experimented with mari jusna., If my fellow penelist is correct,
there will shortly be 12 mlllion heroln asddicts in America--
en utterly intolersble mumber for our economy to surport,
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