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2) When I brought my "hippie friends™ to Rev. Anderson's Church:
It 1s unconsciconeble that I be accused of infecting or seeking te harm
a commnity of youth for whom I gave two years of my life, In fact my
"hippie friends" were carefully chosen ex-heroin addicts and my coming
had ‘an ulterior motive which evidently I mist now reverl, distasteful
as it 1s to me that you 'did not presume that I had some good reason.
When I left Braintree at the beginning of the Summer, there wers no
teenagers using heroln to the best of my knowledge. At the erd of
the Summer, there were to my knowledge ninetaen teenzgers using heroin
in your town. As you may or may not know,- only ex-heroin addicts are
currently enjoying any appreclable success with heroin users., The
FPsderal hospltals admit to 90% fa:lure. It is my fervent hope that
those who have undermined and now destroyed my efforts in behalf of
the drug-sbusing youth in your town ars asware of who they a»e ard aware
of a grave responsibility and wlll now meke efforts to counssl with
them for te my knowledge not one of them has sought cut the "suthorities"
to whom you are listening. All the knowledge in the world is uselsss
if you cznnot get through to those who reed it, : '

3) When I asked Father Curley if re¢ would like me to stert = midnight
Saturdsy Mass for collegs students in the Parish and in the aresa:

¥rom my vantage as a Campus Minister, I would conservatively

estimate that one half of the college students of your area no

longer regularly attend Mass or the Sacraments, From my short
experience, I know now that it s possible, in the right milleu,

to restore many of them %o Mass and the Sacraments. Belleve me

I thought I was doing you a favor - instead it seems that you thought
I was asking you to do me a favor, A% any rate in the interim we have
decided to accept the invitation of o*hers sn@ so I withdraw my offer.

4) Regarding my "hippie friends" at your Peace Vigil:

Wha tever your internicine prchlems, c? which I was unawara, I wes
invited and I was asked to in ite these people. I 2m ashamed argd
embarassed that Invited guests have b:ien so disgracefully trested, If,
&s some of you seem to think, Braint-ie's youth: 1s so weak from hobthouse
mrture that mere exposure to snothe: life sty.e can topple their con-
victions and values, then it certain_y would b: wise “or me ard "
type" to stey away. But I pity you becsuse I Feel that you ere wrong
end that you will soon sse that many will leave Braintres prematurely
in order to escape the stifling enviromment which the hothouse engendsrs,
In any event, courtesy and hospitality to guests were salient virtuss,
even in the 0l1d Testament.

5) Regarding my having been a magnet enticing young people in St, Franxcis
to run away:

Thusfar I heve deslt with no runaway from St, Frarcis on the streets .
of Boston and hereby serve notice that I never will. {except when
spscifically requested to by a parent)

€) Regarding the disparaging remsrlks thet I "gobt few kids off drugs™s

The truth is'worse. I dm awars of no youngsier who stopped doing
drugs as a'direct result of my influerce. In fact I krow of no
individuel youth worker who hes. That was hever my gosl. 'I gid
have notable success, first, in getting them to come to me snd

secondl in getting them to distinguish the killsr drufs end to
eschew gﬁem. It is true thet I did contime this activ ty sporadically
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after leaving Braintres, simply because T could find no~one else
willing to take over and acceptable to these youngsters, and
beczuse I mistakenly presumed any parent would want this. Since
Councll members spésk for many and because no drug shuser allows
me in the early stages tc inform his parents, I will terminate
this activity (except when speclfically asked by parents). - The
difflculty i1s: parents are the last to know. It is a relief to

me to unshoulder this burden. I urge you to get behind the vallant

soul who picks it up,

(7) "Father Shanley is controversial:"

-Indead! Precisely for this did they crucify Christ. He was stirring
up the crowds. It 4s still expedient, 1s it ‘not, to get rid of such

peopls? The shame is that we brag of it. "We got rid of Father
Shanley." I have head young people call me in tears to gsk if this

is true; it isn't, And what was his crime - orver whet was he cone-

troversial®?

He fought against the Cstholic injustice that kept out and still
keeps out Blacks,

He fought against the injustice that lavished huze sums on 1/L
of the chlildren and gave a pittance to the Christian education of

3/li of the children.
He' fought ageinst injustice to the people of St. Amn's,

FEe fought egainst the unjust head-in~the-sand neglect of drug
education and drug rehabilitation which has resulted -predictably
in an epidemic, )

He fought against.the injustice thet fails %o implement the
demands of Vatican II, and the advances of theologlcel Sciencs
end results predictably in the massive exodus of youth from the
‘Church, . .

He was controversial because of the outrageous predictions hs
g

made. Doesn't it mesn snything to you that every last one of them

came to pass? Doesn't that require s review of the original
estimate of his "elarmist" predictions?
He fought against the Vietnam injustice that devastates a country_

end decimates a people, ostensibly to save them.

2m I to apcloglze for any of these? Good Lord it's about 211 I'1l have

to show at Heaven's gats, Write on my tombstone: "He was controversial®

l.e. he fought. It is the sounds of =ilence from Cetholic officlels not the

sounds of protest that scandalize our ycung,

"Do not think that I have come to send peace upon the earth, I have
come to bring a sword. I am come to scatter fire on the earth, to set
mother agsinst daughter, father against son," T used %o wonder st what
seemad llke bregging in the Epistles of St, Paul. It wasn't., FHe was
msrely trying to tell his people: "folks, this 1s Christianity, Don't
imnock it, TDon't fear it, don't be ashamed of me." If controversiallty
should ever become & crime in the minds of your Parish Council, you will

have to rename your Parish, throw eway your Lives of the Sailnts and your Bible

and begin snew,
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 Dear Friends, I am overwhelmed with sadness ard as near to defsat
ag ever I have been. I plead with you, especlally those of you (and I hope
they are few) who mock my efforts and diminish my Apostolste, to pray for
me and for these young people whom you do not understand and so resgdily
consign to abandonment. What you will scon learn is that they are your
own children, "And behold brother will hand over brother to death, and -
the father, his child. Mt 10/21 - T .

I have no desire to further "polarize" the Parish of St, Francis of
Assisi, I wlll) respesct the wishes of thoss whe want mé to have no furthep
dealings with the youth of St. Francis. T will nat return in any priestly
capacity to 5t. Francls, not becavse I am angry but tecause I have no time
"0 be Justifying my ministry, I er not alway: free t explain my actions
tut most of 8ll becaus: I am not jitrong encuzh to bear the weight of suck
&ross misunderstanding. I hope ry friends vill und:rstand a:1d permit me
this weakness, and do nothing to further es:alats tais sorry affzir., Truly
we gre not yst out of she jungle, nmerely at: the ed.e, and Christianity is
in its infency when the Corporal Works of Mercy heve fallen into such
desuetude. I was sick, (V.D,, infectious hepatitis, mononucleosis, drug
addiction, pregnancy) hundreds of miles from home (9 out of 10 of my
"peopls" are from out of state), lonely and depréssed (many "accidental!
overdoses are in fact suicide - the third largest ldller of teens) beset
by solicitstions from predatory adults (pimps, homosexusls, psychotics,
prostitutes, dealers, hustlers) with no place te worship God (not one
Catholic Church in Boston will allow me to have Mass for hipples), with
no place to lay my head, young (15 is the everage age) hungry (some of my
kids eat cat food) without warm clothing (Florida’s mess éxodus didn't
anticipate cold weather) in jeil (from the unfair discrimination ofien
meted out to undesirables and poor peopls) and not only did you not feed,
clothe, vislt and harbor me but you castizated those who sried. You said:
"Do nothing and they'll go home" headless of the statistics proving other-
wiss, . . ’

"And behold, g£11 the town came out to mest Jesus; and on sesing Him
they sntreated Him to depart from thel- district! (M% 8/3). Faving
identified Himsslf w' th the poor aid reely, Jesis comes igain in the'r
person to St, Francl: - anc is agaln :ntreated Co dspirt,

"Whoever dces mot receive you, or listen o your words, fo forth
ouvside that house or town, and shake the dush from your feet, Amen I
say to you, it will be mors tolsrable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah
in the day of Judgment, then for that town." Mi. 10/15

God help us, the luxury we allowed ourselves of hatred of the Black
man now becomes hatred for our own alienabted children, When will wa evar
lsarn? .

Sincerely
Fr, Panul

"He's g publicity hound". T have touched on this in the chapter on
The Medla. At one point T had two letters to the editor in print and
my hate mail swelled, even though for months I had avoided a1l putlicity.,

-I wrotes .
There has been no dearth of priests who labelled ms & publicity seeker

(which was true) and ascribed it to szl1f eggrandizement rdther then for ths
dispossessed arnd brutalized people for whem I sought it., Now with two
letters asppearing at once my detractors will have confirmation of their

blackest suspicions,

For months I have avoided TV, Racdio &nd news medis so bone~weery have

I1- 0386



T become of clerlcal gosslo mongering. Hopefully and havpily I can now
lapse into blessed anonymity, L

Some times T feel 1like the "gipper". "Say it sin't so gipper" goes
the famous story., I averaged one call a wesk from former parishes, usuali
a young person., Tonlght's? "A cop told me he had evijence that you were
behind the riots 1n Malden Square. Latar it turned.out thet the priest
was rather Bernle Lane - but whal's the difference. It is especiallv
discoursging when the carrlers are peopls you have helped, or "friends!
who should know bebtter s.g. violence, :

The rumor that did me the most damage.was from a priest., A kdd baqg
asked me to run Interference for him in returning home. He lived too fa»
Tfor me to accompany him sSo I called the youngest priest in his parish and
set it up. As the priest was finishing his reconciliation mesting in ths
kid's-kitchen, hs blurted out: "So you know Fr. Paul? He's doing a fire
job for the Narcotics Squad gstting all those pushers and dealers. "Reall~
said the kld. Two days latsr he ran away, returned to Boston and brought‘
the message from Garcla. It was nip and tuck for a long time befors I
could dispell that rumor. How do you prove you aren't & narc? No way!

Sounds cf silence? f only more of the priests who knhew and
sympathlzed would have said publicly what they wrote privately, e.g.
"Paulfr keep on. You give us in the parishes credibility with long-haired
klds,

In a savege and ambtfonallattack on rock festivals,.it was ironic to
hear the Commander of the DAV also suggest nesively and simplisticallys

"We have meny organizations well €quipped and fortified to fighs thi

" battls for human souls. The American Red Cross, Ths Salvation Army,

Community Fund, Theological Schools. Clergymen of &1l faiths - Catholic
Protestant end Jewish should fulfill the calling of their professions and
ritel in to this battle, or are they afraid of resl, hrmane inveolvsment
cr pcrhaps “hey aro effzcted with the dls:ases of the 'Silent Majority.”
Surely, they cannot lesve this most ixnporbtant mattsr for God to sirsighte
out, Perhaps He's wabching to see how His disciples and fcllowers dis-
charge their responsibilities,

"What 8 great spectacle would be created, if the so-called Theologisz
who crave involvement would administer to the nseds of thess pocr sculs o
even carry signs with good old fashioned Biblical admonitions imorinted
upon them such as "The Wages of Sin is Death", ete, and wade right throug
a Rock Festival crowd, Let ell the sign carrying clergymen of all denom-
inations take up this project and "Get with it", Give the devil some
dacent competition before the nation falls,

"Harvard Square and the Cambridge Common are plsces badly in need of
"eombat clergymen”" of all faiths, The impasse there will never end witho
a soul-searching onslsught by the forces of good., Otherwise there will ©
the shedding of human blcod.

"The times call for the Theologicsl schools of Han»vard, Bosicn Univ.
Andover-Newtcn, St. John's Seminary, Gordon College, Eastern Nezarens,
Rabbinical colleges and ell others of religious purpose to "take on"
Harvard Sqiare a3 2 prime projeét and experiment In human soul saving
ecology end shove all demonstrate to the world how religlcon can wcrik,
Africa no longer needs them - thers are more problems here el heme "

I never did get to saving signs but the Jesus Fresks have, Pope Jor
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29. : . ‘ PREDICTTIONS AND RUMORS - 8

" put-it in hig own pithy waj: "The Church must go where the people are, not
where It wishes they were.' Pope Jolm 23d, - oL - -

St. Paul had thls to say: "For, free though I was as to all, dWnto all
I have mads myself a slave. that I might gain the more converts., Amd T
htvs becoms to the Jews a Jew that I might gain the Jews, To those unddr
the law, as ons under the Law (though not myself under the Law, as one-
without the Law (though I am not without the law of God, but am under ths
law of Christ), that I might gain those without the Law, To the weak I-
became weak, that I might gain the weak, I bBecama all thihgs to.ell men
that I might save all. I do ell things for the saks of the gospel, thats
I may be made partaksr therecf, . . )

Teilhard de Chardin said: "To tre exteat of my power becauss I AM A
PRIEST. I wilsh from now on to becamr conscious of a1l that the world loves,
pursuss and suffers... I want to become more widely human than ary of ths
world!s servants,” ‘ : . )

Ghandi sald: "I do not-want to be reborn but if that should happen,
I would 1lke to find myself amongst the untouchsbles in order to shere
their afflictlon, their sufferings ard the insults they are subject to.
In thls way perhaps I would have the chance to liberats them and myself
from this misersbls condition,™

The mystic poet, Francis Thompson, who was to write Hound of Heaven
was once on the street and addicted to laudermum, Read his trituta to tke
streset girl who befriended him: )

vsesbut & flower
fallen from the budded coronal of spring
and through the eity streets blown withering
she passed - O bravs, sad, -lovingest,. tandsr
thing! )
and of her own scant pittance did she glve
. that I might eat and 1ive,

When Martin Tuther King suddenly detoursd from his non~violent attempts
to diminish raclsm in America and started tallking sbout the immorality of
the war many of hils sympathizers were aghsst. Why dossn't he stay with
what he has competency for. His detractors had a heyday. But Martin kmew
that it was all of a plece,

When I launched my campaign regarding the lmndreds of American Jdtds
in forelgn Jalls on drug charges, it was rumorsd that I ksd now really gone
too fer and was trying to becomé intermstional. I expected ard 1t came to
pass that 800 kids were incarcerated in jails far worse (end that 1s
possible) than our cwn., A man called me and said: "I had a Idd working =
" in my stockroom who went home on vacation to Caracas and was busted, I
have spent 12 months ringing every doorbell in Washington asrg #$17,000, in
bribes and.fees and thls kid is still in for six years and the goveroment
won't touch it even though he is a naturalized ecitizen." American
diplomates told me bhey were spending all theilr time holding hends with
kids, pleying priest, confidant, drug counselor, parent and friend =
because there was no ons over there., They had 1little time left for .
statesmanship, I humbly suggested we might spsre one priest. We couldn't.
Or at least we didn't, C

A constant source of bewllderment to me was the adult plque that
becsme & slogan: "he's all for the kids ard can't stand edults." Often if;

would be betrayed by the question: "what i1s it that makes thase kids so
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precious in their moral sensitivity, thet makes them so knowledgabla, How
come we didn't get so upset = all these evils were arcund in our youthe"

I would get bored with trying to explasin that fer from being failures with
. our kldg, we should rejolce and tske pride in the generation we had reared,
We provided the climate, the aducation, tha leisure, the security without
which dlssention cannot occur. It was much better put by Ted Bates & Co,
666 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. in a Time sdvertisement. :

Thers is no Gereration Gap:

You're over 40, You grew up during Werld Wer IT and
today your klds are so diffsrent and ¢ifficult, you
feel as if every value vou grew up wish 1s turned
around. : '

Guess what? Youl're right,

Becauss in 1943 most blecks were se ;regated in the
Us S, Army. And if somebody got or the redio and
spewsd anti-Semitism; or weat out - or a lynching;
or poured unireatsd sewage intc & river; or dled
beceuse ke couldn!t afford an operation - ncbody

mich spoks up.

You knowwho changed most of that for ths bettar?

You did., Your gensration, And you're still working
on it., Becauss you've brought up your children to
believe in human rights and psace snd justice as no
generation has before. But you forgot to tell them
that while you believed in all these things, yom
weren't in all that much of a3 hurry to make them
come true, '

These kids aren't waiting. They have the kind of
active coneern for ocur country .most of us didn't
havs until we wsre working, marrised and voiing,

In awareness, educsblon, econcmic advantages,
mobility and socizal experience, no generation has
gver been so closs to its elders, And thatls

where the problem is, Today!s kids in theilr teens
and tweniies are pnlitical and social sdults. Thers
isn't a generation gap. Thers!s a gensration
overlap,

The difference between us isn't in beliefs or goals.
It!'s in mathods znd priorifies, We've all coms 2 long
way in this country. It would be a sheme to bog down
now by condemning the mejority for the unfocusad
actions of & protzsting minecrity,

What the concerned young pecple of our country don't:
have encugh of ftodey is a way to chamel thelr lnvolve-
- ment constructively infto the American system,

This generation is ready, Ws!vs slready given our
kids more thsn'we ever got. Why not give them a way

to use it? i

If you think we can help today'!s younger generation
become respcensible members of the community by giving
them responsitility in the community, let us know,
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Sulcldes fill the cemeteries placed there by ubttsr hopelessness, des-
pondency and despalr generated by their treatment at the hands of a
righteous society. They are now what we said they were then. But then
they were not what we said they wers., - And I will not say in print what
the future holds for them. ) :

"The counterculture bagan as an attitude, a radically mew way of
seeing 1ifs, Except on 1ts political fringe, it wea never translated
into comseiously conceived doctrine. It existed, in fact, mainly on the
subconscious level, not so much a culture as a mess mental condition, s
careless, peaceful state of srrasgted movement and introspection...
that immaculate, pescaful enerzgy with which it began has been transmtsd
intc a vast, yawning sense of futility, and there seems no way out," Thus
wrote in Wewsweek.

Because I have had to spend so much time denying myths abmit drugs
€.g., that 1t 1s proven LSD causes defermed children, I never got to ths
real and valid reasons why LSD is dengerous,

- Likewlss because I had to spend sc mich time refuting libels egainst
the counter culture, psople have come to think I am en avid edvocabe cf
all that 1t enbtails, Except for people in the counbter culbturs who know
full well that I 2m and have been just as criticsl of them,

for I am constantly torn by the errors, shallowness, and lack of fcr
which ars dragging fhe :counber culture.to certalin dezth,.

But when I did have time and the freedom to talk to freals my wor
were much in the genre-The Men From Way Out-wkich I will quote to you st
length, If the establishment had wested less time eriticising hair zni
dress and defending itself agelinst indefensible feults and spent more %l
trying to help the freaks get their own heads together, pointing out wh
was lethal in their attitudes so mmch more could have been sccomplishesd
(not that nothing was. Incalculable deflections of the ways of scciesy
have been accomplishsed e.g. priscns, schools, welfzre, rsce, wcmen, wWer,
poverty, etc.)

s 0
¢t @

There's cnly one thning...

There is only one thing wa're going to hzvs to face. IU!
pretty heavy, but it might be worth rspping about before
the whole thing's over,

th

What are we all going to do after the revolution 1s done?

I mean, havse you ever thought sbout it? Or are ws so wrappsd
up in exposing the phony power structure sys tem that we'vs
forgotten to make plens for reconstructing our new world whexl
the Age of Aquarius finelly arrives?

Are we going to be able to gzze into the ashos cf destruction
o~ -

and know fer suvre that we've reelly wiped out the disezss cf
war, hete, lust and hypocrisy forever?

If your heed can take it in, survey the futurse situabticz:

a sscond.
Let's say, hypotheticzlly, that we do mznzge to crumble INS
establishment-criented system and €11 thes power men on thell
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Sulcides fill the cemeteries placed there by utter hopelessness, des-
pondency and despair generated by thelr treatment at the hands of s
righteous society. They are now what we said they were then. But thern
they were not what we said they wers. - And I will not sey in print what
the future holds for themn. ’ -

"The counterculture began as an attitude, a radicelly new way of
seeing 1ife, Except on its political fringe, it was never translatag
into cdnsciously concelved doctrine., It existed, in fact, nainly on ths
subconscious level, mnot so much a culiure as a mass mental condition, a
careless, peaceful state of errested movememt and imtrospection...
that immaculate, peacaful energy with which it began has been transmmtsd
into a vast, yawning sense of futility, and there seems no way out," Thus
wrote in Newaweelr.

Because I have had to spend so much time denylng myths aboit drugs
€.8. that 1t is proven LSD caunses dsfcrmed children, I never geot to tks
real and valid reasons why LSD is dengerous,

Llkewlise because I had to spend so much time refuting lircels egainst
the counter culture, people have coms to think I am an esvid eévocate cf
all that it entails., Except for people in the countsr culture who krow
full well that I am and have been just as criticsl of them,

A man without a culture! Though I live in the alternate 1ife style
ard heve repudiated the establishment in nc way gives me rest cr surcezsa
for I am constantly torm by the errors, shallovmess, and lack of Teresight

which are dragging the:counter culture.to certain death.

But when I did have tima snd the freedom to talk to Freals my word
were much in the genre-The Mzn From Wey Oub-which I will guote to you s
length, If the establishment had wested less time criticising hair eni
dress and defending itself against indefensible faults and spent mors
trying to help the freaks get their own heads together, pointing cut whes
was lethal in their attitudes so much more could have been accomplished
(not that nothing was., Incalculable deflections ‘'of the ways of sccissy
have been accomplished e,g. prisons, schools, welfare, race, women, war,
poverty, etc,)

el -
5ima
-

u

Thers's cnly cne thing...

There is only one thing ws're going to have to face,
pretty heavy, but it might be worth rapping about tefo
the whole thing's over,

H

n

I

o

What are we all going to do efter the revolubion is dons?

I mean, have you ever thought about it? Or are ws =o wraproed
up in exposing the phony pcwsr structure sys tem that wa'va
Torgotten to make plens for reconstructing our new worlé whe-n
the Age of Aquerius finelly arrives?

Are we going to be able to gaze into the ashes c¢f
and know for sure that we've reszlly wiped out the
war, hete, lust and hypocrisy forever?

If your heed can take it in, survey the future situabtion rcr
& second, .

Let's sagk hypotheticslly, that we do mansge to crumbdle ths
establishment-oriented system and £13 the power m
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ego-trips, Let's say the revolution's over and the whole
show 1s cur baby now, This time we're going to do it right,

So we've lissed off all the institutionsl nolse that's been
handed down to us from en up-tight, hung-up herlitage, We
bave quite successfully ripped off the Pseudo~picus clothing
of the former socigl-religiocus culture snd exposed its bare-
nakedness for what it's worth., It too has.been hiding be-
hind a hypocritical facade which will never fit into our bag;
that is, 1f we're going to be for resl, We!ve shed the old
values and morals syndrcms.like .a worn-out ckhange of threads,

So here we stand on'tbe winnlng side of the revolution, We
won, man! The future is ours. We can shape it eny way we
want,

But what are we going to do about the orice of victory? I
mean, let's gst ‘serious! Blowing grass mZght be groovy but
are we golng to be able to put our trust in it tc creats our
"brave new world"? We do went it o work this time, don!'t
we? Well then, is tripping out going to insure us of ths
things we strenuously protested for?

I mean, just becsuse the moon is in the seven:h hcuse, and
Jupiter aligns with Mars isn't going to turn us into vegetable
love plants. You dig?

Have we taught ourselves to hate authority and azbsolutes so

much that we no longer want even our own individusl responsipilit
If we end up sacrificing self-contrscl to be cerirolled by sters
and chemlicals and gurus, ihen maybe we tco have escaped into

our own little paranocld estabiishmert,

Sure men, wetve got all cur own unigue emblems 2nd trademarks.
They're a1l originel tco; no carry-overs from the old systen.
But could it be that they are no less pheny than the religious
and cultural fip-leaves that the older ecus-to-lunch-bunch

use to hide behind in their scueaky-clean institutions?

Wouldn't it be a2 mind-blcwer if we could screkow transceng
our subjective involvement for a2 second snd zsro in on the
situation from an objective, omnlscient, God-liks perspective,
and see what's really heppening beking everybody's facade?

Wouldn't it be wild if in the praocess of ripping off each
man's mask we would make the startling discovery that everyone,
I mean like everybody, is on his own ego~trip: straights,
radicals, liberals, conservatives, wealthy, poor, whites,
blacks dopers, religious muts, anti-religious nuts, educates,
uneducated, ete. Get the picture? T nmesn 1like everybedy
doing his own thing and everybody tlowirg it ted! Wouldn't
that be a riot?

Just think if we could flash sbove the confucsion end ncige
of the conflict, any conflict, and see tha: boih sideg ere
dead wrong...that every individusl or groud 1s‘helplessly
ego-bound in hls own unique way, arnd that £11 of ocur
sophisticated discussions and avant-garde sclutions are Just
a bunch of empty vibrations.,.bad vibraticns!
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PREDICTIONS AND RUMORS . 13

Maybe the hip scene is on a bad trip too., After g11,

do we really kmow what!s going to hsppen when the
party's over? Maybe we are corrsct in our evaluation
of the present structure of soclety. Maybe we hevea
been right in protesting ageinst the impersornsal machilne,
But do we kmow clearly what the solution is? I mesn,
don't you think it might be a good thing to kncow 2

What if behind our star-gazing, love-making, pct-

smolking dream world, our own egos are on parade too,
and we have to get high in order to evade the real

"1ssue? Maybe 1f we really knew what the solution w2 g-

if there 13 one-we wouldn't need all the artificisgl
amplification and sensual gratification to corvince
ourselves,

It's easy for us to say we're not playing games., That
sounds groovy and reassurses us that we're for resl, We
dig the fact that we're genmuine ard honess, Wa'rpe
liberated from the hang-ups of the upper middls-cless
system because we've exposed all the phony lncongis-
tencies. We'!'vs broksn off from that and have asser=ed
our independence by cur own unigue life-siyle, Our
type of liveration is tangible beczuse ws can experience
it NOW in the gocd smells, ths good socunds, end the
good sensations. It is Immediaste, and it's ocur very
own expression of self-zctualization.

But maybs all these gocd vibes have done a rumber on
us. Maybe we got sucked into something tgc hezvy for
us to see through, buit we dug it anyway becsuse it
felt good. Meybe we're on a camouflaged ego-irip too,
but we're too involvad in this thing to ses through it.

What if the generation we givs birth to weuld and up
exposing our phony system like we have exrcsed tha
present order of things? That wouldn't be tcc cool,huh?

S

Maybe they won't dig the strcbe lights ax
Maybe they'll see through the artificigl st
and call it phony and hymosritiezl. And mevb
be around to see our drive towerd spirituszl o
and harmony evolve -into a nightmare of explol
nind-raping, and perscrnality disintegration.

heg
ol

~
mu
:

T

7‘1‘\

Maybe we hasven't thcught up anything that hasn't been
trled before. Maybe our groovy life-stylc isatt ald

that unique after all. What if we're on s bum trip slso,

But we're too stoned to see the issues clesrly? T2t
would be Interesting,

Do our plastic gods of chemicals and siars
secretly mock us as we get sucksd into 2 7
false euphorie?

Are we on a parallel ego-trip with trhose who worscip
thelr plastic gods of materialism, irstitviicns, exnd
power structures?

If so, is there any possible way we can expose all of
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the counterfeits and break through

to an asuthentic

existence? I mean, really be geruine and quit pley-
Ing games? Is 1t possible to be completely liberated?

If the establishment-oriented system is not where it'g
at, and if the anti-establiskment routine is only g .
reaction wi thout a solution, then quite clearly, that'g

not where it's at either, Got it?

They just don'sg

make 1t...not wha% we're looking for anyway,

There is only one alternative that

is totally unique

end originel, Most of us were brainwashed into think-
ing it was a product of the institution end so we

threw it out with evearything else.

That's whers we

blew it! This solution has NEVER been a oroduct of
man'’s creation, IT has been copied ang pervertead

and politically baptized;tnevertheless, 1% has survivegd
the worst of man's attempis to Institutionalize it )

and maks it his own thing. It has

transcended man'sg

ogo-trips every time and thaet is why it i3 in fact
the only solution...the only WAY QUT,

Isn't it interesting that man has t

ried to construct

2 million different solutions to the war, hate, ego
dilemma. But every actempt has crashed,

Every new generation seems to convi

nee itself thas

it's got it, It's got the solution. This time it111
work. .It doesn't work, It resver has. It won't now.

If the whole thing could be Tigured
somebady would have done it by now,

out by man himself,
We've all hsd our

crack at it, and we've hed plenty of time to do 1%,

The answer is nct in forrmlas, reli

gicus creeds,

education,'legislation, soclal reforms, war, ‘meditation

or protest. Thess things may or me
value, but they deal only with the
problem itself.

The solution is in = love~trust pel
soreons who has transcended the who
has the authority to evaluste it fr
perspective we were talking about.

soe the issues clearly, then we'd b
and he'd better be someone we can t

If such & pérson doss exist, he would certainly havs.

to be unique; one of & kind, It co
anybody, or just a vague mystical ¢
relate to that. It would heve to b
experianced life on a gut-level dim
where i1t's at. I mean sbout love &
1ife and each other...about 211 tho
when wa flash the peace sign.

There 1s only one men in history wh
He fits the need like & hand in o g
known to be on an ago-trip, and His

¥ nov heve significant
symptorms of ths

ationsihip with
le situation and

cr the God-liks

If he reslly does
etter listen to him,
m™msé,

uldn!'t just be
oncest, We can't

e someone who has
ension and knows

rd peace and digging
ge things we mean

o rea®ly qualifies,
Zove. He was never
life-style proved

is. He never had any heng-ups about nete, fear, gullk
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hypocrisy, or estrangement becam® He never experienced
any of these. He was on e gemulhe love-trip without the
use of artificlisl stimulanis or religious cover-ups, But
what's more is that He never dumped on anybody for not
measuring up to His umisual 1ife~style, He just wanted
to share it with anycne who wanted it. The liberation
He gave to people was very unusual, It worked,,,per-
. manently.

There is no other man quite like this Man. He is totally
unique in the type of life He lived and the things He
sald. FHe claimed, without apology, to be Godls only
solnution to man's dilemma. He is Jesus, the God-man,

Are you willing to consider HIm? Or are you too ng-up
on your own trip? Maybe you think your life is already .
too messed up to be salvaged. That is totally impossible.
Jesus said, "IF ANYBODY comes to me snd wants to shape

my 1ife, I will never ever turn him away." (John 6:37)
(Parephrased). .

There 1s a way out,..thas is, if you want it, ut that
all depends on whether or not ¥ou are up to becoming a

true person,
The Man From Way Out,

: . » .
There remins but one question to answer, 'Are you bitte» and gage
How could you be otherwise? . One woman friend writes:

"When I read the things you write, they make me fasl
sad., You must remsmber that most of us cannos help

the way we are., Even the "church going, pure, family-
centered,; upright"” you should be tolerant cf, Thelr
own lack of involvement stems from fear and insecurity.
Perhaps as en ex-priest in my social work class in
Loulsiana quoted, "The only thing wrong with Christienity
1s that we haven't tried it yet". The world is bettep
than when we burned witches even if comrunica®ions
indicate thet civilization is going down the drein, I
cannot feel that God has dssertsd us."

In my own helting way I often resorted to the drematic, to hyperbols,
to any legitimate means of stirring up the masses but truly I have no .
feellngs of condemnation for those who persecuted me or mine, To soms
extent we are all victims and as a simmer I can hardly go around throwing
stones. You may recall Dalton Trumbo, one of Mr, Nixon's espliest -
casualtles in the search for commie sympethizers in the nmovis irdustry
years ago, Now out of jall he said recently: "Is defeat necessarily an
urhappy thihg? Is failure neceszarily unhappy? Failure can scme times
be noble. To lose for something you believe in can be a happy thing."

Aeschylus wrote: "In our sleep psin that camnot forget rzlls drop
by drop upon the heart and in our own despaeir, agszinst our will, comes
wisdom through the awful Grace of God,"

May the wisdam of Christmas £i11 your hearts with hovpe,

Father Paul

Dec, 25, 1972
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