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mdemineomemn vmh complamta ofsexual abuseandmisconductasmnmm by= B

'membmoftheclm _ . _ R .
The G‘nnd Jnrymet on 15 sepame dates dmn; the months oprnl May and Iune 2002

received. temmony li'om 21 wxmessa, mclndmg § victiras of sexual abuse or nusoonduct, and

‘ mmwed 3] emhiblts commhngofﬂsousands ofptaes ofdomunmts. |

Followmg careful eons:damon of the mdmoe and the appllcahle legal mstmcum m, L

| . Gmd Iury suhnuts this mpon to. ths Honorable Jomu R. Cowhey Jushcc of lhe Supnme Court,

: Stlte of New York. pursuant to CPL 190 85(1)(:;). rwomendinz leg:slatlve lenon basod upon "

specificd &n‘lmgs. 7
m “Legisiative Recommendations -
The New York State Legislature is respectilly wged to. adopt the following proposed

changes:

' I.mnuuom whmthev:cum ofasu offhnse lsammor

| AmmdmgtheNchork Cmmml ProcedmlawbelnmmteﬂnSmmteof

o2 A.mmdmgtheNchorkSom]Su'vwehwtonqun-etlmclergymmbmmd I

| othar employm or oﬁ'imls of a rehpous msnmtmn must n'nmed:mly repmt w B .

- :' law mforcunmt luthonhes nny al!mhon of mmal abuse and/or m:soonduct .
'mwardannnor andpmwdafelonysmeumsfonnmmdmdrepmmwbofm--

-todoso
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- 3 ,Mendmg ﬂm New Yorlc Peml Law to provxde mm:l pma.lues for m .

P.B6

- mdmdual or orgamznnon lhat allm an mployec wnth a h:ownmord ofcluld"

: -m!tbmeormmonductwcmlommon

4 AmeudmgtheNewYorkaiancheehwandRulestopmbibﬂomﬁdmmy o
| :amem when sotthng claims of wmal abuse and mlscmdm:t mvolvmg '

m:nors

m raeiuai Fndngs

‘nxeGnnd Jurym'gesthel.egidamreto ndoptthemmepem.ﬁed abavetoremdythe

' fonn of child abuse tesnﬁed m dunng this procaodmg smmal lbuse and muconduct' agamst _

mmorsbymembeu oﬂhec]emy 'l'luapm'hcu]lrfom ofabuse. lhemdeneedmonmwd h-d-l o

- a un:que lmplci on 1the vulnmble v:eﬁms mvoived bemse ofthe pos:t!on of mlxgmus authonty' k'

__heldbythen-abum Tho lcgulmvechlngcsproposedmnlsodnigmdtomadywhat the,

mdence lm shown to be a systunwc fm!un by the religious msntm:on that trme clergy-‘ o

 members serve to msPond Ippropnataly whm recmvmg a raport of this actmt}-

A %y Vietims DoNotchm nacf}mm Promptbv A _
. ﬂn&demthdtMmyﬁommsnymhmwho asmms,mﬁ'mdsm:al

. abuseormlscondlmwbolhbymembersoftheclery Thelpoclﬁelypuofabuscvmed,‘ |

o mduﬁngm&nuwhmﬂwammgdmmmbanmnﬂﬂedthechldwchmtoc!mm.
. mg-gedmonlnx,ﬁmdledtbewcm cpcnu mdbuttoclu,fomedthawcnm zhmdonlothe

| lmﬁmhyhndﬂﬂmofo&sfum ¢ -
v inecemn wdﬂ omwchgmm untlhmdw,mwupu
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offendé'nemrmdcnpxdmmuhmlmuturbabmm elimux. byforoe. .- | R
| "“The ovmvhehmng ev:dence dmnonsmted that seumai abuse andtor mxsconduct by a,_r S
mm;nber of the cle.rgy bad slmtmng psychologlu.l eﬂ"ects oo Ihe wcl:m-chld Indeed, thelf‘ >
. pasageoftme,msmnemmmammﬂmthmYmmllhadnmmdedreneffmm{he:" h
psyclmlomcdmumoﬁhucnme Althonglnmfymgyursanutheevem somevxctnnsbroke
' dovmmbomllywhmdumbmgthemﬂabusamdmmnduct | |
. Whﬁethetramsufferedbyeanhv:cumnsumquetothmpmon,mmnutwov:cnm -
: reactmg in premsely the nme w-y, oqiam sumhnhes among kums mctlans are appuem B
" ﬁomthemdm Rm!y ifever dzdunmnmnponmeabmmuy rnfm auormef
'vxctxmswbomhﬁedbefonﬂm&mdlmydembed therrmb:htyto comaforwardandrecoum'
theabuseperpelmedupontbem o ST '_ '
| nus Grlnd Juryheu'd tashmony&mnadmmguuhed plycho!ogl:t lpecnhz:mgm cases_ .

ofclnldmualabme mm’d““'“mwlhewmoﬁ%wvork,who bedhow

: :clnldrmwbmmunyabusedoﬂenapmemememwysuppmam, uond:tioncustoma-ily -
mocxated with Post Traummc StressSyndrome. Twemyto tlmiyyms may elaple before some
child-victims are able to report. tbe:r expenmce: ofuamal abuse or m:sconduct forthe first time. :
Otbmneverreponthenvnchmmuon. — _ - s
. Theulmnmpmmcedbyﬂ:ewcnmshwdmthupmmmwasespmﬂ]ymne,

nncevnchms vzewed the oﬂ‘cnderasbo!blfhmlyﬁlmdmdarehmus authomy, mdoedGods -
| repramtam In parhcular evamshnce ofabmeor muoonduct was chmctenmd by the
, _l‘edcnhted tndp:redatorymmin wh:eh the almwwou!dbmmtm :nbydl md tmnedptn: -

-of the victim’s rumly before eormmttmg the cnmz. Tha abusmg elugy mmberguned thutmst'-

bthmg dinnerlnthefmlybomemdmwlwnghlmulfm everyﬂpect oftheﬁmﬂy:hfe Itr - :

N 19 2082 14:05 - PACE.07
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wasonlyuﬂerﬂusuustwas gamed thntheabumgchrgymembq'would begm lomampulaie

| wmmmelobealonemthmewcmn

Thc twummy of g one: pmnt of such 8. v:cnm ms extrumely probauve of tl:us

| mampulﬂxvecondnct ﬂnwxmdum'bedhwthecwm overapmodoftme, G

‘mnﬂedhmmlfbthofmlytomepmntdnthewmdmedau‘usmﬂmﬂymembermd-

allowed complue access to the ch:ld w:lhout paremal supeMsion.

Onae he had gaiued thu mm d:e nbusmg clergy manber thqn mvohwd hnmelf ag both a_

pamml md religious nuthomy in the wcum s life; tlkm; a pamnal role in pmv:dmg tutonng, '

. _.adweemdd:sdphnetolhewchm,mnddmmlomgamgmmalactmtm Comstently tbe_

‘ v:c!;ms descnhd nmanons in whnch. pnor to the -buse, the oﬂ’mdcr would act a8 a subsutute- '

panmtn] :mlhority, soo!dmg. pmsmg and sPendmg lune thh !ha chnld—v:cmn V'cums llSOI': '
, d:sc:ibed conflicied !‘eehngs. namely, h'PPmms ot gaining recogition’ from: the a!mser as we]] o

"anfeutha:tbenawanﬂxontyﬁmnhadme"pow:opumhmdhmmun

Const:mtmg a powerﬂ:l mﬂuenoe on d:e chﬂd was the ﬁct that the clemy membu- o

' lbuser held a posmon of rel:grous anthonty, a puson wewed by lhe vzcums and !hm ﬁnmly as

ncxttoGodmthearsttualhfe ’Ihus.wcumsmdthmfmuhu smedlhatthe:rabnser asa'

. member of the clcrgy ‘ns alwnys nght," "ms at Ihe nght hand: of God,” and “never does

1 mythmgwrcmg." Snchwetethemhmnommmbyvxchmsfornotpmmlyrq:mmgtbeur .
| abuseor mwmeinstmu,nwerrepomngummllhupmwdmz Vlctxmsfemdthat,ifthey :
-. 'd:dnotkeepdlmtabommecnmc, lhe:meqnmcuwwldbedlsbelwfbyﬁmﬂymmbmandl
'othem.rchhahonandlorpmnthmemﬁomGod Amedwnhthupowerfultlncld.abmsc]un o

' .membuslmew thqromﬂdre]yonthechﬂ&wctm u:leme

The exnonnnal md ptynholopcnl eﬂ'ects of c!nld wmal ahuse by the !ype of of,fmder C

JUN 19 2002 14:@5
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| mvolved mn these euu are uxtraordanmly ncute and powerﬁxl Combmmg bo!h 2 loved parentnl '
. ﬁguu'e wuh a tnuted relxxlous mthonty, e otfendm exemd 2 powerﬁ:l hold on v:cum; .,J" : '

P.B9

-thmrﬁamliu ‘Ihepowofth:s&tusmndmdmecmld-wchmhelpleutoreslsttheabuseoff_' |

hls oﬂ'mder md umbl:, in ma r.aser. 20 to 30 years aﬂar thsa crime; to dmulga the mmemd

o identity of the offender.

Addmomlly, _the rclugxous mshtunon, when it became : aware of the abuse. mher thnn o

seelangtotllmatetbe!ramlw themmn mcrmdn. Themmnonyoftbeupmwnnm-

3 revuled that chlld mhm of sexml abuse and nnsvonduct feel mlated. Mmy abuse:l clnldrm :

'belxmthnmcymlhemlyonusomgledout. Inﬂusregudthemdmcedemnmmwdmat, o

: upon reuexpt of 2 complaint, the rehgtous mstitunon, mther !hm dmlose smular nlleganons .

‘ agams!aparuoular abuser, rouﬁmlymmwto thcvncumtbatno othersuch clalms ever had':- o

- beenmadeagamst theparhculnr clergymmber even whmmhan nssa-nonwmlm

TheGrandmehmdtesumonyﬁ'omnpersnnwhomabuedbyaclmmmberﬁomi S
tbe . ages of 11 fo 13. Aﬂm yws ofattunphng to cope inth ins vmnmmonn, he reponed Ihls_,
abusetohxslhmlymdtherehgwusmmmAMsomponmg,!hiswmmmdhsfmulym.

ommdetummewhahuothwcm&mmﬂ:ecommmwakohadbunwcumzedbytm

or.t'endu- The vicum not only way able to- locnte other vlcums sexually abused by the clergy'
' member, but also to estabhsh lhm some oi‘ these victims had mpomd lheu almse 10- the re.hgmus

' mstnuhon. However. when the \nct:m asked the rehglous msumhon whether he vm the only

‘ ,victun of llns clu'gy member, the rehgmus mstltuuon hed, mwmg m the aﬁrmmve Desp:te'

allod'lhmnllmuona thenhgioulmsutunonwentsofarutotcllthevtcumthnu\uwedh:s':.r_ .

'oomplamus ‘yomwordagamsthls" B

Aoeordmg to the msumnw:’sown mcords, subpomed a:nd rl\newed by t!wGrdewy, o

JUN 19 282 14:85
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'me:engammmtionmuunelquonedmevmtyoﬂhewcm clanus,evmmtheface -
of submuuul mdmce ofabuse mcludmg, in somz case:, nmlnple allcgahms fmm d:ﬂ'eunt"

_ i vietims agmm a slngle oﬂ'endcr 'l'hu paacbce was uuhzed by the rehmous mshnnion m

..-'Wthewcnms’molwbcomcforwudtohwmfummmm&mm rnadmnon,me- N
religious mshtutm:nmoa omm supponed thubucm mon ofmsmdnnmmued Ihe abusef
claims by the ch:]d-vwhms Thm was evidmce. for cxample. that 'Y 'm.'hm repoﬂed that the -

g clcrgymembw had fomed him to mlsmﬂme the clergy m«nberto cl:mam on fowoccmons, and -
thatﬂluewasonemimaeofommbetwemﬂmn Whmoonﬁumedmthﬂmeﬂlegaums
' lheabuswe clu‘gymember while admitﬁngtoonemmneeofma.mtbauon. ms:sied that:he 14..
ym-old vietim 'ms the amessor W‘hen told this, the rehpous mshtuuon adopted the clcrgy c

".mmbar'svemm ofevmlsas tmefact' mall ofmﬁmmenmeﬂnto theoﬂ‘aﬂu"qusonnel;’_ 3

| Theqnohomlsuffermgof!hewchm ﬁomtheseactsofabusa.uwellasthemspomeof-
othen,canmhsilemetha\dctm formuchofaleet:me nembwmuldmtbepmmdm_-

' emse !lns silence, and thm word prosmnom and punuhnmt by the mere pamge of time.
Cmsequmtly, such cm'nes shculd rumm ehpble fm- prosecuuon, e'van nf ym lmre  passed
&noctheoonduaommad. Forthmmsons &u&md]mngestheuguhtmtommdlhe
NwYorkChnmnalecedmehwioelﬁmmte thnStamleofhmmhonSWhemthe v:cum of: |

sexoﬂ'hsnsammr o -

B ﬂckdtpmlmmwonfafldtokcpon Compimn wm |
h:nomoftba ms rev:ewqd by theGnnd Ji:uy in. whmh the mhgmus msntmmn‘ '

: rece:ved an al]egauon ofclnld mual abuse ormimndnct, m.s thcmfonmuon reportedto lzw ::

. PAGE.1B.
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mforeemem authmhes. As a mnn, lhe ptoseeunon of thm oﬂ‘enses is bured byNew Yorl: s
| VStatute ofl.umtaums Ever;y vlctim and flm:lymembu'who I!eshﬁed slated thatthe rr.hg:ws | [
: mmtnuon nevurrecomnended that they report Ihe ab'ung tn Inw mﬁorwnem ofﬁcials. ; o
The Grmd Jury has cmmuy exammed more thm ten cascs’ m wh:ch tho rehgwus_ =
L mshtnnon leamed of a eomplmeoncaningmalabnse mdnnmnduct agamst ammorbya.
cle:ymember In tbe face ot‘cmrwbel:mng e\ndmce o!'nexual nbuse and nnsconducl presented _
‘hy victims, other mmors and adults who w:tnmed the abuse the mhgous mmnon ncver
reported such :llegnuons to law eufomunmt authonhes. Funher m each and wqy one of !hm
ca.m, the e\ndmcc demonstrated unequ:vocnl!y tlm ne:tha- the thms mr thelr fam:hes ever.
were counseled by the nhgious mst:hmon to contact hw onforcemmt wthonltes wmnselves.- :
_- 'rm G:andJurymfemthatmuwas anorchesmed eﬂ'omopmtect abusmg c!:rgymembers ﬁom'.
| . mvesngau'm, a:mtmd proucnupn bycnnl authonues. I.ikewise, the Grand!mymfusthat tlns | .'  -. |
 effort also pmteclad lhe rehg:ouc msmuuon ﬁ'om advms pnblxc:ty ﬂnt nglrt htve aﬂ'ected “’j _l i' : ,7 -
V‘IOODnmmcwalfare. | ' _' ,' ' ' SRR T
| I many mstunes, the rel.lslous msmnuon s mtama! umsﬁgmon of thc allegahons was
MIy geared to dalay, w:th the hope Uun the wclnn md lus Fannly ‘would not pets:st m.
pursuing the:r claim. ‘I'he nhglons insntuhon usually fuled to eommmlcm wnh the \ncnm s |
family . aﬁer the m:nal complaint. ‘I‘he ev:denoe presented clurly ambluhed ﬂm vxct:ms and '

NN 19 2082 14:06
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,ﬂnorgmnnnmulhtnlhmﬂaarhtwonmmmofmwﬁny R .
- Such a co:nprehmve strategy of ulﬁpmecnon by the rellpous msutuuon lud: the -

E Gnmd Juryto mm)uda tlm pmimng ] rehg:ous mmt:onto dmde fmr ntselfhow to handle_' :

. complamts ofthis hnd m ineﬂ'ecuva. mappmpmte md self-temng, For thu msocn, the G:md o |
Inry mommends that the New Yoxt Socnl Semce LI'W be amendad o requu-e that clergy B
membws and other ployees or oﬁieuls of 2 mhgum msnmtxon must umnedutely report to

_ law enfommml authonues any alleganon ox‘ saxunl almse andlor mtsnonduct towzrﬂ a mmor _

and pro\nde felony mchons for a!l m:mdated reportm who fml to do s0.

C.: Tlu- .Rclxgum Imtimian Far‘kd to Snpcmse CIchbu.lm
The Grmd Jury heard ‘eviderice: llm showod !h;t the rehguou: institution comstemly
. shuttlcd the hbum ﬁ'om place to plaae each ume an allemon came 10 hﬂn Ihe tnck was
 froquently. the seme: after = shon stay wub mperﬁcnl rmunem atan &c:hty lfﬁhated wzth the |
| ".'mmhon, never longerthm .m: montht clergr-abusm wm mlcmaucnlly mfmed to -
; adnnmmuve dutm 'mtlnn lhe rel:gtous mumnoa W:thm a yur, most offmdu-s wcre__ .' -
-_mfaredbackmtoalocalcmmwheretheymmnm ﬁ:llmxmstenal duues
mcludmg wOrbng with children. ‘I'he evidence clearly &hows tlnt in most cases, lhese clu'gy |
membm were tnnsfemd by the uhglous m:utuhon to  new congreguon vmhout nohfymg_
anyone locally, including tlw olha- clergy at tbe new assgnmenl, of the lramfme s pnor'”
'_troubhngh:story Thenewcongngnmmpuwemllykeptm thedarkbytherehg:ous
mslllutwn By virtue ofllus rem:gmmt strategy, the rehg:ous institution put more chldm at
 The Grnd ury s wmw e viewsd eidene m-ﬁm-ﬂem -éf_ |

PAGE.12
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almse beme pubhc bytho ﬁlxng ofa llwsmt orotherwrse, therewa.s a concmad efrort on lhe
part of the religious . msmuuon to :mslml the oommmulr defmdmg the abum wI:ula

P.13

smulla,neo’u;ly mmptmg to hmmlme vmms md Ihq:r fumhes - even in tbeﬁce ofmonntmg o

cmﬁblemdmagnm:pmc\uarlbuser Cmmmuwhmmelbummemployudwm
| laedtodmngrehpousmmmthﬂrhomofwmsblp Amdamnewsplpussponsoredby ‘

“the mhgaous msutuuou qlmtuoned the v:chm md his fumlys mohves, ﬂmher. the rellglous

institution used the media fo lie lbom the ‘past record of eenam clergy mmbm, tbereby wnllfuﬂy '

. 'xmsleadmg the public. In one case in putcuhr 1he nhgwus msnmuon sent a lngh Ievel'

rellg:ous ofﬁcml 0 lhe oonsregnion to vouch pubhcly for an. abuser aymst whom mulhple

| clnms had been lodged by sq:mte vienms.

After m allegauon of abuse wis made puh!sc. false accusabcms were made by !hc |

‘ rehg:ous msumhon to lhe cormmn'uty at large. such as that lhe v:cum "ns on.ly out for moaey '

'and "the allegauon crmsuts of om twm;y-ymold mbstmuated eomplnm o Cleuiy the' f _

L mst:tnuon abd:cated nts respomib:hty to appmpnue]y supmnse employeu who posed a danger .
to thar own community as well. as chﬂdlm n the publn: at large, and conducted a ooncem.d '

' campmgntommﬂmmddmumvlcums
Indeed,!heluumunylolhe&mdluryeﬂabhshedthatdmngthel970’ ,80:and90’

3 the rehg:ous msutuuon hmv' abusmg clergy members would mutmely nmte ch:kben to wter '

and remain in their lmng quamr& Victims, feilow clugy membqs. and others !esnﬂed thal

. chxldrmrounnabrmtedthc :busqmd.mmmymstmcu, myedovmm Whmtbese_

_r‘mmmnpomd,meimmuondzdnoﬁnng B o P
ThuGrdewyfunherlmedthnﬂ)enbumgc!agymmberwwldtakechudrmon

. 'hmhtperoned trips, somehmu 10 pn\'lte :es:dmas, miles ; away ﬂom both the eommnmty and .

JUN 19 2082 14:96
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o thech:ldrenspmt& Onmosl occmom,thmkrpsraqmredovunight!odgmg. Dmngmnh

P.14 .

trips, some of the mual nbuse ard mm.l mmonduct u:nspzred. Tlmemd agam. the Grand-
Jogy ﬁnds. the rollgwus msutnﬁon lmew mat accnsed clergy membezs wae orchestralmg thae' ‘_

N mchapemned trips. -

TheGrand Juryheard mdencethatthe mllglous msumhon alsows alerledtomefactsr-

Ihat v:cums wa-e routmely prov»ded wrth tlaoho! and cigarettes by clergy-abme:s “There was no'

evndmcefmnﬂntesnmonymdmﬂsrcviewedbymemmmwmclergymemm

were repnmanded or that mles wm ever ndopted pmhib:ung such behavior. h

lndeed, the only remadml acdon tnken hy the rellpous uutxtuuon to pnvent ﬁmha abuse o

by i oﬂ‘ending cla'gy manber the ev:dmea revealed was that the te!:gmus msnttmon sent the o

. dbuser for med:cal eva]uahon and ueamm:t after Ihesexual abuse and miscondoct was reponed '

N Howww mtny lnnes, the docmnem re.&mng l!xe clcrgy mmber for trenment nonumed no" .' R

o ment:on of the ongma] eomplmnt of abuse Insteld, olergy membu-s ware o!lm refmed for,-"_ o

' aleohol!sm or deprewon insteed of pedophiha. Moreover no one ﬁom theee tmtmmt lemes

war comacled any onhe v:ct:ms m dmcuss tﬁe speclﬁc eonduct that led to the clergy meunber -

: bemg hosp:talmd and weated
Fm'ﬂlermore, in at lmt two. mstnnoes, the oﬂ'mdmg c]emr member was grvm routine

:mjecnons of a fanalehormone(DepoP:ovm)tomabuswelmdmes. andlhen, asslated.

,p:ev:omly. senthcktoworkmﬂncommmuyuzfcwed. No snpemsormnouﬁed atthe

time the clelgy member retumed lhl.'l this memcahon vm neoded, thereby makmg nmtonng |

lmposnble It is not responnble aupemsmn to. allow known . sex oﬂ’mdq's back lmo the

_commmutywhmtlwymllhaveunfemudmmchﬂdrm e
_ Aecordmg!y,tbeGmnd merecommendsﬂuttheNewYmt Pemllawhe lmanded o

JN 19 2082 14:86 .
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- 'prmde cmmml penalucs for an mdmdunl or orgamzauon tlm allows o m:ployee with a

- Imownrecoxdofehﬂdsexuahbuseornnsoonduclmmtommrs .

Clamr Bfm Smhd muhc Condlﬂan ofC’onﬁdamqu
ln a few mmmes, tbe v:cum was offued eounsehng shortly aﬂer an alleganon ms{ :

_ made. Howeva, the msumnon s on'er 0 pay for tlns oounselmg was r.ondxuoned on the v:ct:m
-and his family signming a conﬁdmtuhty asreeman. By %0 mampulmng ﬂns e comlsahng '
samce. the mllpoul mshtnuon wu able to munt:m a shroud of my over the clorgy'
manber’ssexm] misconduct, as mli usﬂmoe the victim who needed oounsehng. - | |

It should be noted ihal accordmg to ev:dence the Grmd Jury rev:ewed, lnmtsd N
| - cou:nschng nre!y had 1 posmve :mpuct on lhe mctim 5. long-term recovcly In facl aﬂc.r a

' E cemm penod of ume. lyplcally 12 to: 18 manths, the rehg:ous msmuuon rouunely dlsconunued;_
B Pmt forcoumehng. fuﬂher ﬂmonmmg that the oonnselmg was vxewed by the rehgmus'__'f:.; --.‘ .

_ mshm!wn solely as & mms to keep claum of abusu lnd lmsconduct anms; clergy mmbers : =

fmm pubhc view wd the auenuon of law mforcemmt amhmues nus dmommuame of “free” Sk
com:sehng placed the victim in'an extremaly vulnerable pos:t:cm, 14 expert temmony showed g
any unplanped dlsmpuon of counselmg has a dmstmng lmpICt on a v:cmn’s attempt to
 recover, - |
A stated, the mdence shormd that the rel:gous msntunon demmded a promlse of -

: _conﬁdenmhtym cxchange for " oomelmg. in the settlemem agxeunent thh the wcﬁm md
his ﬁmﬂy The Grand J‘ury exammad somc of these agreemmu and finds ﬂmn troublmg for :

- ’sweralrmon:. Fmauthcamenueonmnedthefollowmgmuon e

Clnmam oovenanls mdaa'm neveu-to eommence,md mmﬁy, | o
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_prosecutem-uusetobeoommemedorpromted anyacuonor '
- other proceeding whether civil or criminal based upon any claims,
- demsnds, causes of action, obhgatiom, damages, alleganons, or - .
- linbilities, which are subject to this Agreement and to hold =
. harmless or indemnify [the religious institution] from and against
- any and all claims mclidmzeom-tcomandattomeys fees avising” - -
- out of and in’ connection with any action or proceeding: brought.;_ ST
- msted, proaecmd by claunant comnry !o the ;rovislons of :lm*;,___ SRR
Thc exprm wordmg oflhn promion forevq- bars the mhm ﬁ-om rqpoytmg the sexnal m :
and mzseunduct to law enforcement oﬁicmls or the gcna‘al pubhc, thereby ensmng conunued

secrecy of the clergy member’s suual abuse and :msconduct 'I‘he provmon also beneﬁts the
religious msutuhon. by msulﬂmg from pubhc exposure the oﬁ'endmg clcrgy member’s wmal
- misdeeds and its own failure to. responably recufy the problan the rehgwns institution i is saved ,
7"_ﬁ-ompnbncmbamssm¢m | | ‘ o
Conﬁdcntulily agremems c:n be a l'O‘Iltmn pa:t ol‘ cml lawnut nltla'nents But in th:s
c:mmn., by prohib:hng tbe wchm ﬁom udmg law aﬂomnent mthonues m lhe :mresupuon- .
) ‘[ md prosec.\mon ofpotmhal cmmml wuwry. dangerons md mjnnous to the v:wm nnd ou:e:s,' 3

oFé, the cases

| such amm ‘should nol be acupublc publxc pnhcy in tlus St:te ] '
| qmmodbyme@andhrydemmmeduntthemofmm meunmtswasnoﬂpmpu-ly'_
controlled. By mahng conﬁdenhlhly a cmdmon of “free” coumahng smnccs. the relxglons
mstimhon used a coercive tactic to pexsuade the vsct:m nnd h:s fsmly to uecme these contral:ls.
Inaddmon,ﬂ:eGrandJuryleuned, lberehmous msbtuﬁon whilenpmsmtedbycomsel urged' '
. victime in some cases to execute these lega]ly b:hdmg oonﬁdmtnhty aslwnm wnhout the '
, advxceofmummeyofthe:rown. : R |
| For these Toasons, the- Grmd Jury rwomends lhat the leglslature :nnend theNew Yosk" :
N C'vil Pmcdce Law and Ru!u to pthlblt conﬁdemullty wecmmts when senlmg clmms of-r o
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sexual abuse and misconduct- involving minors.

xv  Cenchusion .

_ The Westchester Counly Apnl “E" zooz Grmd Iury bellem m lemslanve acnon W
x "'urgmtly reqmred 0. addresa mw nbusc md nnsmnduct apmt nnnm by members of lhe =
_ 'cletgy, mdthﬂrmhpous mtuhon’k improper ruponu to this acnwty I-‘orthn reaso:: the. :
- Grand Iwy)m recomunmded thnt New York’s Statute of Limitations be ehmmated for crimes of .
this kind; that New York's mandated repomng lnw be amauded fo requm: ths nouﬁuuon of law |
_ mformm authonnes of lhm oﬂimes Ihnt the reckhs: supm:s:on b'y cmplom of _
. -employees knawn to hawe Immed r.hlldrm result in crimmal pmalner and ttm the pncnce of e
‘uuhzmg confidmmhty agreemmts to szlence victims be stopped Prompt acuon on thm :
| proposals is warmned |
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